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storm. I said to him: "We were about to run a scare head about your 
m~'sterious disappearance." "0, by jove, Jet's do it an)'way!" So we 
fixed it up together in u lurid style, and found him the next week. 

lIe was an enthusiast and hated whiskey like the devil hates holy 
water. One of my keenest reg-l'cts is that I did not see as he saw in 
tho!le days . One dreadful winter night, I rode into his house Qut of a 
driving snow storm, and found him in a state of exaltation. He was 
moved to w!"ita a poem and we sat up the entire night by a roaring fire 
in the hearth. putting together an epic about some matter that had 
happened in the course of the sports at l\lingo. 1 must hunt that up 
and see how it flows at this late date, 

I tel! you who he was like whell he was doing a stunt for the enter
tainment of the gathering after each football event, when each man had 
to tell a stOt·y, sing a song, or turn a somersault. He was like Harry 
Lauder on the stage. 

This started off to be a football piece but I have been a long time ap
proaching the subject. When the English explained football to us, it 
appeared that it was the principal sport of that country. That the 
schools played amateur football called rugby with an elongated sphere, 
with ftfteen men on the side, but that these games though largely at
tended for a few games played comparatively small part in the general 
island football . The great professional game of soccer was the game 
for the highly paid experts, and as soon as we saw the difference between 
the educated foot ,lnd the uneducated, the whole coun try got animated, 
and there were probably as many as twenty-ftve teams in Pocahontas 
County alone. And there wns a great devotion to the game. Great 
crowds of people lined the grounds. The season lasted from October to 
May, match games not being set in the dead of winter on account of 
snow possibilities, but practice games went on all through the winter , 
when the ground wns bare. A man does not know what he can do with 
his root until he qualifies in the game of soccer. 

No age or condi tion seems to be wholly harred. Up on the head of 
Elk River there were giants in those days, captains courageous, whom 
not-hing could daunt. One match game against another community was 
pulled off one day and on the Elk team there were three generations in 
direct line represented. In the goal, Grandfather William Gibson; in a 
fullback, his son J ames Gibson, and as a forward, Levi Gibson. grand
son. And, by the way, last 1\lay, J im Gibson, as a man sixty-eight years 
old, ran with the hounds aHer a bear {rom Gibson's Knob to the Hevner 
plnce on the hend of Slaty Fork, and was in at the killing of the biggest 
bear tbat ever fell in these parts. Old Lame Paw, the sheep killer. 

It was about this time, I think the same year, that Uncle John Hannah, 
up in the eighties, put on four pairs of specs and won the turkey at a 
r ifle shooting match. 

Here are the rudiments of soccer football . Take a level field about 
225 b}- 100 yards. At each end a goal twenty feet wide, eight fel't high. 
Eleven men to a side. Five forwards, three halfbacks, two iullbncks, 
and one goal keeper. The ball is placed in the center. The twenty-two 
men are equally spaced all over the field each side forming a triangle, 
the bottoms facing each other. No player may touch the ball with his 
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hands except the go.:tl keeper who can use both hands and feet. The 
great skill is displayed in dribbling the ball. That is keeping the ball at 
t he feet a nd under control while running at great speed, and just be
fore interference r ea::hes t he man with the ball, to made lin accurate 
pass across the field to another player on the same side, or to shoot it 
through the goal. E ach goal counts one point. T he game is open and 
easily watched. The contests are between individuals, players being 
tossed for yards if caught just right on the point of the shoulder. In
juries are superficial, the greatest danger being a broken shin bone, 

F ootball of this kind can be played on every village green. It does 
not take special clothes or training. And it is the very best of t raining 
in itself fo r the college game that the country is wild about. 

We could get plenty of games near at home where the visiting teams 
could come a nd play and return in the same day. But the Mingo game 
requires three days--a day to go, one t o play, and a day to return-so 
these were elaborate t r ips. The journey required a crossing over from 
the Greenbrier waters, across three or four branches or Elk River, and 
on to the Tygarts Valley waters. Whcre we played at Mingo was within 
a few miles of the uttermost fountain of the Ohio River . 

The six and seven footers on Elk had a famous team called "Ironsides," 
and they were bad to beat. As between the Marlinton t eam and the 
Mingo team. the I ronsides favored the English team and we had to travel 
across Crooked Fork, Old Field F ork, Slaty Fork, Big Spring F ork, and 
Dry {<'ark of Elk through a hostile country. 

We used to be able to describe each s tep of the gallic in the technical 
Janguage of the sport. For instance: Center forward heeled the ball 
to the left '.I-'ing who dribbled it for a matter of some thirty feet and 
then passed it to the r ight wing who immediately r eturned it to the left 
wing who took it down the side line and s idestepped interference and 
passed it with his left foot to the c{'nter who tried for a goal which was 
stoppcd for a moment by the goal keeper, but who was rushed by the 
opposing team who had been playing weli up. T he goal keeper and ball 
were huded through t he goal by the rush, IHarlinton making a goal 
within two minutes from the time the ball was put in play. 

In the picture of the ball in play in this article, Ernest Hedben, for the 
E nglish team is in the act o[ trying for a goal, before Norman Price, his 
opponent gets the point of his shoulder under him and tosses hint aside. 
H ebMn bei ng caught while on one foot will describe a parabola of some 
ten or twelve feet, much to the interest of the audience, and the goal
keeper will take care of the ball , maybe. 

The Ironsides furnished some great athletes in those days, And by 
the way, Elk has the world's record for a running long jump, one that 
will never be equalled. Joseph H annah, a pioneer, was made the victim 
of a practical jokc. It was arranged to give him a scare. He was to 
work in the field with Old Dick, 11 Negro. Indian times were still fresh 
in the memory. Three boys fired on them from the woods. Old Dick 
fell down and pretended to be shot, and Hannah ran to the house. and 
jumped a ravine or guliy, making a leap of fortr- two feet. 

My recollection of these English boys is wholly. pleasant. I feel that 
they -broadened our l:vcs and that they left with us some of the fine 
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traits of E nglish character. I had some ups and downs with them. 
WhE'n I sided with the BoE'rs in that war, some friendships were busted, 
but we all got together in the World's War. J ack Foster perished 
('o\'ered with glory in battle in South Africa. Christopher Hodson fell 
shot through the heaJ in France. T hey are scattered W the four winds 
of the earth. The colon~' has ceased to be. And I have reached the 
age when-

"Come hack! ).'e friendships long departed! 
That lik2 o'er flowing streamlets started, 
And now are dwindled, one by one, 
No stony channels in the sun! 
Come back! ye friends, whose lives are ended, 
Come back, with all that light attended. 
Which ~med to darken and decay 
When ye arose and went away!" 

CHAP'rER X 

Tile Battle of GrcclI.b,·ier Ford i'n Ol e First T ear of the Civil W ar. 

Let us try to figure out the battles at Traveller s Repose in 1861. There 
were three fights known as the battles of the Greenbrier. One was 
October 3, 1861, one was October 31, 1861, and one December 12, 1861. 
The first of these fights was the big one. The Confederates won it and 
called it one of the greatest victories of that year , and the Federals 
having lost it called a reconnaissance in force. It is the battle of October 
3, that we will tnke up today, for it has taken many long years for me 
to get a comprehensive knowledge of the particulars of this fight, and 
J want to pass it on to students of history that come after me, while 
it is clear to my mind. 

In a word, that fight failed because the soldiers on the Federal side, the 
attacking army, refused to face a heavy fire from the brcastworks of 
the enemy coupled with a destructive fire of grapeshot from the cannon. 
And the regiments in front falling back in confusion carr ied with them 
the regiments behind which were backing them Up. This made an awk
ward set of circumstances to report to Washington, and it was gen
erally agreed that the trouble was that there had been conveyed to the 
front lines s bogus order to ret.ire. 

The first year of the war saw five batties in the Upper Tract. The 
reason being that the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike crossed the 
Greenbrier Valley at this place and it was one of the most important 
thoroughfares in the nation at the outbreak of the war. It was well 
served by stage coach lines and it formed a favorite route for persons 
from the middle west whose business or pleasure took them to Washing
ton or Richmond. 'While it was never so much used as the National 
Pike through Pennsylvania, yet at the same time it was considered an 
agreeable change to come one route and go the other. 
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A trip acros~ the Appalachians is a never-failing wouder to each 
successive generation for the folding mountains as well as the eroded 
mountains of this Atlantis present the most pronounced mountain scenery 
to be found in America. The political significance of West Virginia 
secerling from Virginia had made the passes of the Alh'ghenies tIle most 
important spots on earth to the military operations on both sides. 

The Federal army had been promptly formed from the volunteers 
from the populous St ates of Ohio and Indiana and they had been rushed 
to Grafton by railroad and from there they had fo ught their way up 
the Tygarts Valley unti l they were halted in July at the summit of Cheat 
Mountain. 

'rhe Confederates had hurried an a rmy to meet them, and the fore
most post was at Travellers Repose, composed of troops from Arkansas, 
Virginia. Georgia, and other States. Among them was the 31st Vir
ginia, of which the home company was from Greenbank district where 
these battles took place in 186l. 

The F ederal army was camped on the high divide on Cheat at an eleva
tion of about fort)'-two hundred feet and twenty miles east of them on 
the top of the main Allegheny the Confederates were camped at an eleva
tion of about forty-one hundred feet . They lay there for months in sight 
of eaeh other. In September the Confederates attempted to pass the 
Federal fortifications by going through the woods and got lost and had 
a battle and were fo!""eed back. 

The new soldiers drilled and were trained in sight of each other on 
the~e high tops. In addition to these fortified camps, the Confederates 
had fortified the road a t the western base of Allegheny mountain, where 
the road dips <lown to an elevation of three thousand feet to cross both 
forks of the Greenbrier River. This fort was known as Camp Bartow. 
Since the building of a town on the battle field the post office once known 
as Travellers Repose has been changed to Bartow. This camp was 
named in honor of Col. Francis S. Bartow of the 7th Georgia Regiment, 
who was killed in the battle of Bull Run in July, 1861. The camp was 
commanded by Gen. fI. R. J ackson, of Georgia, who DO doubt named it 
in honor of his friend. Colonel Bartow had said just before the fight, 
"I shall go into the fight with a determination never to leave it alive, 
but in victory," was shot through the hellrt while rallying the 7th 
Georgia. He Jived but n few moments but he was able to say : "They 
have killed me but never give up the field." This was just when the 
Stonewall Brigade made the wild charge which won the battle. 

I t is about three miles the way the road goes along the bottom land 
between the foot of the main Allegheny and the foot of Back Allegheny. 
One fork of the river to one mountain and one to the other. The one to 
the west is known as the West F ork, but it has also been called the North 
Fork and another name was the Far Fork, as well as the Fur Fork. The 
one to the east is the East Fork but it is called in the war dispatches 
the South Fork. Tho:! West Fork Rows south in a nearly straight line 
to the forks of Greenbrier in the town of Durbin. There is little level 
land on the West F ork. The East F ork is the longer. It follows the 
foot of the Allegheny to Bartow and then Rows west for about three 
miles. Some level beautiful farms are on this fork . At one time there 
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was a lake here about seven miles long and half a mile broad. It was 
walled in by a mountain at Durbin, and when it broke and drained it 
left an open ing called the Narrows, whieh is probably tbe best deer 
stand in the county. The Narrows divides the town of Durbin (rom the 
town of Frank where the big tannery is located . In the Narrows in the 
old dars was a fine spring, and tradition is that Henry Clay had a hunt
ing cabin at this place. 

The bed of the old lake formed fine bottom lands and sbortlr afte[' tbe 
Revolution, five pioneers settled in those rich lands: John Yeager, John 
Slaven, Ab['aham Burner, Moses Houchins, and Adam Arbogast, and at 
the outbreak of the Civil War the descendants of these men still held 
th e lands. John Yeager the second, lived at the Top of Allegheny, and 
Peter D. Yeager had the bottom land where the stage sta nd known as 
T ra\'ellers Repose was located, which was the forks of the road where 
B. B. Beard's house stands, The H ouchins and the Arbogast farms 
were farther up the stream where the town of Thornwood is located, 
The next farm along the pike was occupied by George Burner, one of 
the leading men of the county. This was known afterwards as the 
Charles Burner place. The farm on which the town of Durbin was built 
was occupied by J. H. Arbogast, another leading man of the mountains, 
and Jacob Slaven lived on the first top about four hundred feet higher 
to the west. All of them were secessionists. In fact there was hardly a 
Union man in the whole of, Green Bank district. No where in the moun
tains were the Confederate States more solidly supported than in this 
dist rict. 

And the Staunton and Parker sburg T urnpike was the great highway 
that kept Pocahontas County in touch with the wide world. All sorts 
of distinguished travelers came through on the stages and the hespitable 
homes of the Upper Tract were known far and wide. 

When I can first remember it the travel had fallen away and the grass 
grew in the pike where it crossed the Cheat country, but it has come 
much in evidence in the last twenty-five years sinC(l the countrr has been 
developed by the railroad buHding. And the days of the automobile 
bid fair to make it one of the favorite tourist routes, 

After waiting for about two weeks in September, 1861, General Rey
nolds decided that he would advance an army east over the several erests 
until he could surround and subdue Staunton, which had become one of 
the most important centers in the Confederacy. The middle of September 
had seen him protecting the left flank of th e army bolding the Elkwater 
fort in Tygarts Valley, and he had kept Loring from passing. So he 
decided to do some p:using himself, 

He ordered the men to prepare four days' rations each and on the 
morning of the 3rd day of October, 1861, at the early hour of one 
o'clock a. m" he put his forces in motion and they marched down the 
mountain and crossed the Shavers Fork of Cheat, continued along the 
level road that leads to the divide with the waters of Greenbrier, :md 
marched down the mountain to the Slaven plantation, and down the last 
hiJI, to the Arbogast farm at Durbin. He had about five thousand troops 
and six batteries of big guns. Hi s forces were Howe's Battery, Fourth 
Regular Artillery, Loomis' Battery, Michigan Volunteer Battery, 
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Daum's Battery, lind Virginia Volunteer Artillery. Twenty-fourth, 
Twenty-fifth and Thirty-second Ohio Regiments, and Seventh, Ninth, 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, FiIteenth, and Seventeenth Indiana Regiment s 
of InIantry, Robinson's Ohio Cavalry, Greenfi eld's Pennsylvania Cavalry 
and Brackman's Indiana Cavalry. 

Opposed to them were the Third Arkansas, First Georgia, Twelfth 
Georgia, T wenty-third Virginia, Thirty-first Virginia, RiCil'S Battery 
and Schumaker 's Battery. 

The Federals got to Durbin about sun up in the morning and saw 
an advance. guard under Colonel Edward J ohnson in f r ont of them in 
or above the Narrows. They set up a cannOll or two and fired at them, 
and the advance guard fell back in good order and the Federals marched 
up the road and through the fields. Johnson had his horse shot from 
under him and killed in this engagement. He held the column up for 
an hour and it was not until six cannon had opened on him, and a flank 
ing movement started on his right hand that he retired to the main 
works at Camp Bartow. 

The Federal army plal,.-ed two batteries in front of the Conlederate 
breastworks. These batteries were six guns in the meadow about half 
way from the Burner house to the East Fork, and two guns on the other 
side of the turnpike. 

The Confederate batteries were on a low hill to the north of the pike 
back of B. B. Beard's house, where there ar~ embankments still plainly 
to be seen. And in ::!.ddition Lieutenant \'loodi ng placed a gun in the 
turnpike directly in front of B. B. Beard's house from which he fired 
ninety rounds that dhY point-blank at the enemy across the river bot
tom or obliquely down and across the river at the Federal batteries. He 
was highly praise<i in the dispatches for his men got killed off pretty 
rapidly. The big guns kept up a steady firing from seven in the morn
ing until two-thirty in the afternoon. A rifled cannon that the Conf ed
eratcs expected would do great damage, was a severe disappointment, for 
after the first few rounds they could not get the shot down on account 
of the barrel fouling . The ball stuck and could not be dislodged until 
Sergt. T imothy H. Stamps could get to the battle from Monterey. There 
was more powder burned in the big guns during that seven hours than 
in any other bat tle in the mountains. It was a great day for noise. 

But all this cannon firing was meant to afford cover for infantry 
work. It will be remembered that the turnpike is an cast and west 
road and that there is a north and south road paralleling the river . 
This Huntersville road comes to the turnpike ut the bridge and crosses 
the east fork there, and runs with it across the level bottom, and then 
t.urns up the river at the foot of the mountain lying betwE*n the forks. 
The Confederate bre:lstworks overlooked a run corning into the river 
above the bridge and continued at an elevation of something like two 
hundred feet around to the rivers passing east of the tavern to where the 
river hugs t.he foot of the mountain. In this way they commanded the 
road coming f!'om Durbin from both sides. 

General Reynolds proceeded to send infantry against both ends of the 
Confederate breastworks. It looks like one could hardly call it a flank. 
ing movement for these detachments did not attempt to swing in wide 
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circles. It looks like the plan was to let the artillery keep everything 
hot along the turnpike, while a fo rce was thrown against the left £nd 
of the Confederate works, and another against the right end of the Con
federate position. 

Jackson evidently (:xpected to face a wide flung encircling movement 
for he had sent J ohnson away up the river more than a mile, and he was 
clear above the place that the Federals attempted to cross. 

Jackson entrusted the defense of his left (down the river), to Colonel 
Rust and his Arkansas troops. I t will be remembered that the Federals 
had II right large order in that they had to charge across wide open 
fields. ford a small river, and climb a steep hill to take a fortified camp. 

Rust marched down the road towards Green Bank until he had drawn 
away from the river some little distance and was on an elevation over
looking the river. He then marched by the end of the breastworks and 
took a station between the breastworks and the stream, and before he 
could form his men, the Federal batteries commenced a rapid fire, and a 
regiment of infantry left the road at the Burner homestead and marched 
across the meadow and waded the river and climbed the hill, but the 
Arkansas troops met them at the crest of the hill and fired on them, 
and made it so warm that this regiment went back down the hill and 
waded back across the river and foun d a reserve regiment by the 
Burner barn, and marched up the hill on the other side of the road. 
This was when Rust was considering following the Federals across the 
river and making a charge on the troops in the road and the battery 
in the meadow. 

This movement of the Federal troops moving first to the right and 
then to the left of the road puzzled t he Arkansas commander. It now 
appears that there w~s a very acrimonious discussion going on there at 
the Burner place as to what were the orders, one colonel being most 
positive that the orders were to charge on one side, and the otber being 
that the cha rge should be made on the other side of the road. And it 
would appear that the regiment that got across the river and had to 
retreat decided the a rgument, for both regiments went into the woods 
to the north of the turnpike and materially added to th e retreat and 
confusion that soon occurred in that quart er. 

The Federal plan to win was by throwing full half of their force s 
to the north of the rond and to charge across the open meadow and 
wade the river and to fall on the Confederates along the pike as it starts 
up the Allegheny Mountain. And this might have succeeded better if be 
had gone way up the river and crossed and come down as the Con
federate s expected them to do. 

The mountain rising from the Burner house and facing the Allegheny 
is called Burner Mountain and rises to some four thousand feet and 
extends for miles n()rth walling in the East Fork It is around the 
shoulder of this mountain that the East Fork turns. 

The Federal army as it came from the west turned into the shelter of 
this standing timber and clambered a round the £ace of the mountain, 
until they had turned the corner. They then faced the breastworks of 
the Confederates and were distant less than half a mile. The forest 
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was clad in the many colors .of autumn, hut the leaves were still upon the 
t rees. There was abundant cover for the attacking army so long as 
they stayed upon the hill, but the moment they left the mountain they 
were in cleared, level, bottom fields, across which they would have to 
advance in the face of a galling rille fire and grapeshot from the big guns. 

In massing the Federal troops on the wooded sides of Burner Moun
tain, the first halt seemed to be opposite the center of the Confederate 
breasm"orks which would be on a line that would cross the river just 
above the bridge, but it was a wide open space in which to make an in
fa ntry charge. And about this time the Federals observed the Con
federate force waiting up the river, a mile or so above the bridge. 

It was th~n seen that they would be exposed to a fire on their left 
fiank if they attempted to cross the bottom at that place, so the fir st 
regiments to come sidled up the hill ullder cover until they got to a 
point about hal! n mile up the river from the bridge and at this place 
the woods crept down across the road leading to Thornwood, and con
sequently the advance could be made to the edge of the meadow under 
cover of the forest. The regiment in advance came to the edge of the 
meadow at this point, and taking shelter in the fringe of the fo rest 
openlld up a fire across the river with long range rifies, and as this 
firing continued the other regiments including the regiments that were 
meant to charge the other end of the works came around the mountain 
and an overwhelming force was getting ready to charge. But the fi r ing 
of the advance rcgiment causcd the whole power of the Confederate 
artillery to be direded at the place where this rifle fir ing had begun, 
and it was so galling and terrifying that the regiment gave way and fell 
back in confusion, and the regiments in turn gave way, according to the 
F ederal reports, in obedience to an order to about face and march off of 
the hill. 

The Confederate repor ts say that it was a panic, because they could 
hear the or ders of the officers commanding them to rally and reform for 
a charge. 

Re}"llolds was satisfied with it and reported a 9ucC(!ssful r econnaia
sance. Just as Lee did when he appeared before the Elkwater fortifi
cations. On the other hand the Confederates regarded the battle of 
the Greenbrier as a great victory and an important battle won. 

The turning point of the battle was the discussion of the orders be
tween the two Federal colonels. 

Said Colonel Richardson: "My regiment is to attack on my right." 

"Not at all," said Colonel Wilder, "You are to attack the enemY'1l 
r ight." 

And that is another case of the poverty of our language and the diffi 
culty of conveying thought. But fo r that the day might have ended 
differently. 

Reynolds got back to his comfortable camp that night, having marched 
twenty-four miles and fought a battle wi th green troops. 

Loss in killed and wounded: Federals 43; Confederates 62, including 
13 missing. The Federals lost one stand of colors. 
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CHAP'rEH Xl 

1'/le B attle of th e 'j'op of Ihe Allegheny on j)ccemb(' f 13, 1861. 

This is an article about the Battle of the Top of Allegheny, fought in 
P ocahontas County, December 13, 1861 , between the forces of the Union 
under Gen. R. H. Milroy, lind the forces of the Confederacy, under Gen. 
W. W. Loring, Col. Edward J ohnson, commanding. 

Thc two commands had camped within sight of each other since the 
13th day of July, the day that the Federal force s had occupied the place 
at White's on Cheat Mountain. For five months the hostile camps had 
watched the smoke r is ing from the camp fires, across onc of t he big 
valleys of West Virgi nia. Each camp was in the high altitude of more 
tha n four thousand feet above the sea level. 

The Federal advance had been here blocked and the summer and fall 
had been passed with battles and skirmishes and an extraordinary effort 
was planned by Milroy. Both armies were on the Sta unton and Parkers
burg Turnpike, a fllmous stagc road which enjoyed in its time much of 
the tr1lvel that afterwards was accommodated by the Balt imore and Ohio 
Rail road. The Federal cam p was known otlicially as Camp Cheat Moun
tain Summi t. Thc Confederate camp was known officially a s Camp 
Baldwin, named in honor of a Confederate colonel of that name. Be_ 
tween the two Ior II good part of the time, and until the winter fastened 
down was Ca mp Bartow, named after a Confederate general who was 
killed at the first battle of Bull Run. This was at the ford of the East 
Fork of Greenbrier River at Travellers Repose, now the town of Bartow. 

The Confederntes had made a winter camp on top of A!legheny Moun
tain by erecting log cabins. As you go a long the road there now you 
can see piles of stone placed at regular intervals which represent the 
chimneys of those cahins. You can see the trenches and fortifications 
at Cheat , Bartow, and Allegheny to this day. I have a recollection of 
seeing the log cabins on Allegheny ~lountain . The pike climbs the moun
tain from its foot at Bartow to the top in long easy grades and it is an 
eight to ten-mile journey. The top of the mountain is a wind-swept 
pasture of good grazing land and the pike lies for some miles through 
this level tableland befol'c it descends on the eastern side. In making the 
a ttack, the Federals had to climb up the side of the mountain and fight 
on top of the table. 

There were three battles at the Greenbrier ford, October 3, October 31, 
and December 12. The Fedcrals were ]'epulsed in the first two engage
ments and returned to their camp on the top of Cheat. The advance of 
December 12 found the camp at the Greenbrier deserted, but on that day 
Maj. D. H. Ross, of the Fifty-second Virginia, had been dispatched to 
that point with 106 men to f orm an ambuscade on the road between 
Durbin and Bartow. ·When the advance guard came up, Ross and his 
men fired on them and killed ten men and wounded a number of others. 
T he F edera ls deployed and advanced in great Iorce and Ross withdrew 
and reached Camp Baldwin that night. 

Ambrose Bierce wa~ marching with the Federals that day. If ever 
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r have a literary executioner, he will find that years ago I referred 
casually to Ambrose Bierce as a Confederate soldier, being misted by 
an article of his that appeared shor tly af ter he came back here to visit 
his fighting ground. I understood him to say that he had camped a t 
Bartow, and natura lly J jumped to the conclusion that he was a Con
federate. 

Since reading more of his books I am better infor med now. He tells 
of a horror that was incidental to the battles of December 12 and 13. 
He said that after they had started to ad\'ance from Cheat, they marched 
down the mountain aU day and up the other mountain all night. 

The firing at the foot of the mountain halted the advancing eolumns 
for a time but after the nest had been cleared out the army reached the 
forks of the road where the Green Bank road joins the Staunton and 
Parkersburg Turnpike, where B. B. Beard now lh"es. Then it was the 
old t /lvern known as Trnvellers Repose where the stage coaches changed 
horses. 

At this place the army was divided. Somet hing like half of them 
marehed down the Green Bank road lind turned tit the Uriah Heavener 
farm and climbed the road that is stitl used as a short cut up the leading 
ridge between Saulsbury Run and Buffalo Run. 

The rest continued up the pike. As the battle was scheduled to begin 
beJore daylight, the dead were not buried but were laid on the upper 
side of the road and covered with blankets. As the soldiers passed that 
way many of them stopped to look at the dead boys to see if they recog
nized a friend among them. T he next day as they returned from t he 
battle ground defeated, they fou nd that a drove of hogs had been at the 
bodies and had eaten the faces of the dead men. The soldiers fired a 
\"olley and killed the hogs and gathered up the dead soldiers and buried 
them. 'l'his dreadful thing is described by Ambrose Bierce in his book 
entitled " Iconoclastic Memories of the Civil War." He said that when 
they got in sight of the dead men on that retreat, it seemed that they 
had moved and tossed their coverings off. War is too great a price to 
pay for g lory. 

It will be remembered that when the pike gets within a mile of tbe 
top of thc mountain that it makes a sharp curve to the south and fro m 
there it climbs gently to the top where it passes a church. The Federa l 
arm)· left the pike at that curve and climbed direct ly up the hillside, the 
pur pose being to get in behind the camp. But there were pickets out 
and the camp was alarmed by their shots at 4:15 that winter morning, 
and the Confederates marched severa! companies out to meet the Federals 
as they came to the top_ The Federal army came to the edge of the 
forest and waited until near daylight and then advanced into the open 
field and the firing became general. The opposing lines swung back 
and forwards and at one stage of the battle the Confederates on this, 
their right flank, were driven to take shelter in their log cabins, and 
there was fighting all oyer the place from seven in the morning until 
two in the afternoon. 

The purty tldvancing up the crest of Buffalo Ridge failed in its pur
pose of surprising the camp . On that side of the camp there were 
trenches prepared to guard both roads and there was some very cfficient 
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artillel·Y. The trenches were full of soldiers prepared for the emer
gency but when the Federals first appeared, Captain Anderson, of the 
Lee Battery, thinking that it was a band of pickets being driven in, 
sprang up on the side of the trench and called to them to hurry up and 
get into the trenches. He was shot and instantly killed by the t r oops 
and the fighting went on untH the retreat was sounded and the Federal 
arm)' made its slow and disconsolate way back to Cheat Mountain Sum
mit. According to the dispatches that went in to the Confederate head
quarters it was a great battle and a great victory. According to the 
report sent in by the Federals it was a r econnaissance in force. As
cording to the Confederate reports 1,200 Confederates had repulsed an 
army of 5,000. The Federal reports show that tbey had 1,760 men and 
the Confederates had 2,500. Now that the Federal reports and the Con
federate reports arc printed in the same book, it is to be noticed that tbis 
same discrepancy alwuys may be expected. 

The damage done was as follows; Federal loss, 20 dead, 107 wounded, 
10 missing, total 147. Confederate loss, 20 killed, 98 wounded, 28 miss
ing. total 146. 

As a Christmas gift, J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War, wrote that 
President Jefferson Davis having been informed of the valor of Col. 
Edward Johnson in repulsing a vastly superior force, was much gratified 
at the news of success, and had made him a brigadier general. 

Th is was the last battle of the season of 1861 on the Staunton and 
Parkersburg Tunrpike. The troops went into winter quarters. Ambrose 
Bierce says that he spent many a winter day in the snow up to his kn~s 
tracking bears to their dens. I fear his memory of bear hunts was not 
accurate for the Cheat Mountain bears usually hole up prior to the first 
big snow and hibernate. Still there may have been so many soldier! 
among the thornless blackberries of Cheat in the summer that the bears 
did not get fat enoug~ to sleep. 

April I, General Fremont commanding the Mountain Department , 
wrote to Milroy at Hll ttonsville to get ready to take the road again. The 
Mountain Department conslsted of something like thirty-fou r thousand 
soldiers divided into six districts. Cumberland, Railroad, Cheat l\Ioun
tain, Kanawha, Big Sandy, and Cumberland Gap. Cheat Mountain had 
6,082 men. On the 6th of April, 1862, Milroy mar ched into the deserted 
camp on toll of the Allegheny and took charge. On the 12th of April 
he had reached Monterey, and routed a Confederate force, and on May 8, 
he met the Confederates under Stoncwa!J Jackson at McDowell and 
suffered a defeat, and he then abandoned the Staunton and Parkersburg 
Turnpike und went around another way, extricating his army by way of 
Franklin and the South Branch Valley. 

About this time in the beginning of the second year of the war with 
the troops swept out from northern West Virginia, the irregular fighters 
commenced to cause trouble. They called them guerillas at first but 
afterwards they coined the word bushwhacker for them, meaning one 
who shoots from ambush. It was the curse of a brave and impetuous 
people such as are to be found in the mountains, that thcy could not help 
taking part in the fighting, whether they had becn sworn in as soldier! 
or not. They carried guns like city men carry canes, and they shot on 
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one side or other according to their convictions. Milroy wrote to Fre
mont that such b.tnds were being mustered in and asked that Governor 
Pierpoint , at Wh~1ing send r ecruiters to hold as many to the Federal 
side as possible. 

1 think that a personul letter that Gen. J. D. Imboden wrote from the 
mountains gh'cs as good a picture as can be had of the irregular troops. 
It was while he was marching through the mountains as a colonel with 
his regiment, and he writes from the Forks of Waters, Highland County: 

"There are no troops of consequence west of Beverly. Just in the edge 
of the village of St. George, I was riding some distnllCC ahead of m~' 

men and suddenly came upon old John Snyder and one of the Parsons, 
both armed with rifles. Parsons fled and I got into a fight with Snyder. 
Just as he was aiming at me with his long rifle, I fired at him with my 
r evolver. He dropped his g un like a hot potato and leaned forward on 
the neck of his horse and escaped into the laurel. Pursuit was im mediate 
but he escaped . I have since learned from some refugees that I wounded 
him badly, though 1 fear not morlali.\-,. I had a .fair shot at about 50 
yards and I aimed at his hips. We were bushwacked about half a day 
in Tucker as we fell back from St. George by Union men, but the cow
a rdly scoundrels went so far up the mountains that they only hit one 
of my men, a nd he was but slightly wounded in the foot. I sent out a 
whole company once to try to catch three bushwackers, but it was im
possible to come up with them in the brush. If I had caught them I 
intended hanging them in five minutes. The greatest difficulty in our 
way out here is the infernal Union men. They carry intelligence and 
bushwack us when they can, and yet will swear allegiance n dozen times 
a day. The proper policy to pursue towards Union lnen who a rc not 
in a r ms as soldiers is one of the nlost difficult problems that I have to 
deal with." 

The private soldiers found the winter long on Cheat Mountain and 
Milroy a t Huttonsville grew restive before it was over. On March 16. 
1862, he was chafing at the delny. That day he wrote to Gen. W. S. 
Rosecrans a plan of a campaign. He proposed to take his 3,000 infantry 
and march to a point seven miles east of the summit of Cheat nIountain, 
and instead of trying to go by the pike which was blocked by Camp 
Blildwin, he would turn to the Tight at the foot of the mountain and go 
to Green Bank eight miles from Baldwin. This road was not entirely 
cu t out, referring, no doubt, to timber blockades so commonly used in 
this section during that war. At Huntersville twenty miles from Green 
Bank he would sweep out of the way the Confederate force consisting 
of tw{'lve or thirteen hundred soldiers and two piee.es of artillery. Here 
he suggested that he would wait until he could be reinforced by General 
Cox from Lewisburg. "'ith that force he would cross ovef the Frost 
Gap into Highland and get to the rear of the camp on the Allegheny, 
which had at that time about 2,000 men. His greatest need was fOf some 
modern eannon. He had smooth bores and he wanted rifled guns. The 
reason for haste was that the day befoTe had b~n set {or the drafting 
of the militia of Pocahontas and Highland counties and that many citi-
7.cns to escape the draft were hiding in the mountains and trying to 
escape. Seven had arrived the day before and tlley told him that Gen-
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eral Johnson had been to Richmond to tell the war department 'that if 
he was not reinforced by 5,000 troops, that the Yankees would surround 
him. Milroy closed by sa~'ing that he feared the game he watched so 
long might escape him. 

On the l!Jth day of March, three days iater he wrote that forty-six 
refugees from Pocahontas and Highland counties had come to him to 
escape being drafted into the rebel army; that. the penalty to refuse 
to be drafted was death. 

Mil)'oy rnO\'ed a couple of weeks later and found that the game he 
had watched so long had really escaped. 

March 31, 1862, Milroy at Huttonsville reported that refugees con
tinued to come into his camp in great destitution in squads of from 5 
to 25. This day twelve urrived from Pocahontas County and reported 
that the impI'essment still continued. A report came that 300 Confeder
ate guerillas attacked a Union settlement in Pendleton County Ilnd were 
repulsed bl 75 Union citizens. Con[('derutes were reinforced and citizens 
driven back. Milroy had sent Major Webster and 300 men of the 25th 
Ohio to their assistance. 

On April 12, 1862, Milroy wrote from :Monterey that all kinds of bad 
men were organizi ng into gangs in western Virginia to plunder- and 
devastate the counties then". One of the "cut-throats" that he had 
captured had blank commissions signed by Govemor Letcher for guerilla 
captains and lieutenants. (We called them rangers. ) Milroy suggested 
that if there was a live governor in Wh(l(lling that he be sent out to 
organize Union home guards. 

April 16, 1862, Gen. Geo. Crook reports that he is not able to appre
hend the bushwhacbrs. He wrote from Summerville. He said they 
took to the woods and disintegrated and hid and then reassembled fo r 
fresh depredations. He thinks that if the Federal soldiers were with· 
drawn that the Union citizens would defend themselves but that they 
would not raise 11 hand while the army was there. 

April 4, 1862, Gen. William Skeen wrote to the Confederate head
quarters that t hese men that Virginia had authorized to organize as 
rangers fOI' the home defense were devastating the country, and had 
killed three citizens of Pocahontas County and stolen fifteen horses. He 
eomplained of them as bitterly as did the Federal generals. 

April 18, 1862, General Fremont ordered General Milroy, General 
Schenck, and CO!. T. M. Harris to break up and destroy the guerilla 
organizations. "All adult males found at the houses of SylVanus H ar_ 
per, of Bennett, of Hedwick, of Ferris, and the Arbigasses, should be 
arrested. and every effort made to kill or capture an who belong to those 
bands in that viCinity." 

May 1, 1862, Milroy wrote from McDowell that the guerillas had 
captured 20 wagons and 80 horses, and that he had compelled the neigh_ 
borhood to furnish another wagon train and horses. 

May !J, 1862, Crook wrote again from SummerS"ille, that he had bad 
word that 300 Moccasin Rangers were raiding Webster County and 
that he had sent an expedition there, but had fou nd but three and they 
were too sick to be removed. 

It will be seen by these reports at the time that the mountain men 
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had dIvided in sentiment and had gone to waf on their own hook. It 
wns here that the word bushwhacker was coined: The dictionary says 
that it was a name {or a Confederate guerilla, but we know it was used 
to designate anyone who shot from the brush. The soldiers who rode 
in these mountains believed that they were able by a sixth sense to feel 
the presence of bushwhackers, just as it was the belief that in Indian 
times, that the settlers had premonition of the coming of the Indians 
into a community. 

During the first year of the war, the western waters were invested 
with a number of armies and there was hardly a county where there 
were not troops. In the mountains these soldiers covered all the terri
tory. When they were withdrawn after the battle of t he Allegheny, 
then it wa s that hundreds if not thousands of able-bodied mountain men 
took up arms to defend themselve~, and there were uneasy times. 

Soldiers at home on fur loughs responded to appeals for assistance and 
little armies would spring up in a day and have a skirmish, and disband 
as quickly as they had come together. It was bllt an echo of the minute 
men of the Revolution. 

The courts did not meet and the citizens suffered from the needs of 
soldiers of both armies and from the irregular troops. It is certain 
that nowhere in the country was tbcre such peril to inhabitants as in 
these mountain counties. In th{' northwestern counties, the Federal 
arms from the first provided saiety for the citizens, but in counties on 
both sides of the Allegheny there wus great distress and danger on ac
count of the strength that was divided between the two sides. 

One general took to arresting men who had SOllS in the Confederate 
army, and he was quickly recalled, for it so often bappened in these 
cases that the prisoners had sons in tbe Federal army also, and be 
retired hefore a storm of bis own raising. 

Word has recently come that Ambrose Bierce, who disappeared about 
1\)] 3, went t o Mexico during the days of General VlIla and that he at
tached himself to the body of men surrounding that insurgent; that 
he was tired and sick of existence and so conduded himself that he was 
shot and killed in some W3Y in that Kar. 

CHAP'rER XII 

B attle of Cheat Mo zmlain. TMs is a study oj f,·oops /l·OIn the low
lands in the high 7nOltntains. 

A mountaineer is an inhabitant of a mountain region as opposed to 
lowlander who lives on the levels or low-lying lands. The mountaineer 
is the wilder of the two. He is more active, more virile, and wildel·. H e 
grows strong with the struggle to maintain liie. As compared to him 
the low lander is a s one who is down and therefore fears no fall. He is 
very sedate, he is good to hi s mate, and fond of amusement, too, he lives 
in a fiat and is :lIlt to grow fat, of :I breed that runs even and true. But 
the mountaineer hold, is a bard man to bold, he has hair on the back 
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of his hands, he leads in the ruction, of war and destr uction, and is ready 
to meet all demands. 

It is a study to see the lowlander trying to be familiar with the . moun
tains. He is like a fish out of water. They overawe l1im and he steps 
high and softly when he is among them a nd leaves them at the first 
decent opportunity. There is no question but that the mountains get 
his goat. 

F or many years the first map makers of the colonies would lay down 
the Appalachian range and mark the maps, impassable mountains. It 
was accepted as a fact that the snow never melted on them in the sum
mE'r time, and that no matter how far an explorer succeeded in clamber
ing over them, still higher mountains presented themselves as bar
riers to his progress. And they insisted that the country was so broken 
and u.neven it could never be good for anything. 

The low lander today when he comes to the mountains for the first 
time suffers from a hypersensitive condition and is amicted with a mild 
attack of mountain skkness caused by a rurer nir than he has been ac
customed to. Th is is not pronounced enough to endanger his health but it 
does ca use a f eeling of discomfor t and he is inclined to be cri tical of what 
he sees. It is the provincialism and the malaria working out, aggra
vated by the jumbled masses that tower over him. He never realizes 
that the mountaineers actually prize their mountains and that they 
despise the dend level of the plains. The mountaineer especiaily cherishes 
a noisy stream. He does not like the still waters so highly spoken of in 
the twenty-third P salm. 

There must be something in common between luountain sickness and 
sea sickness, for when a mall with imagination finds himself upon the 
vast ocean for the first time and realizes the awe of the mighty deep, he 
generally tries to throw up his toe nails. And they say that is eaused 
by the pitching of the boat. It is more apt to be the hypersensitive con
dition of being confronted by nature in a n awe-inspiring form. 

I[ it is the pitching of the boat why is it that little children, and aged 
persons, and the blind do not show the same symptoms7 One of the 
remedies for sea sickness is to blindfold the patient. 

Charles Kingsley said: "My first feeling on entering the high woods 
was helplessness, confusion, awe, all but terror." 

Percy Bysshe Shelley said: "I never knew-I never imagined what 
mountains were before. The immensity of these aurial summits excited, 
when they suddenly burst upon the sight, a sent iment of ecstatic wonder, 
not unallied to madness." 

And the gentleman from Chicago in the mountains disapproved of tbe 
scenery as "ungodly," and the experience of his traveling companion 
whose stomach departed from him. 

It is the intention in this article to relate how Cheat Mountain got 
the collective goat of an army in war time and changed the hi story of 
the country. 

A few years ago as the wilderness of Cheat Mountain was being tim
bered off the workmen would come upon old muskets, saber s, and bayo
nets lost in these uplands of hell by a lost army of demoralized men who 
had been sent into those tangled thickets to turn the position of a forti-
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fied camp at ·White's Top. These men suffered peril and privation and 
no one ever knew how many of them left their bones to whiten in the 
fore~t. 

At the beginning of the Civil War which wns to be ended in ninety days 
the prophets all thought that it would be fought out in the mountains of 
West Virginia. \Yhen Virginia wrenched loose from the constitution 
a part of the great corner stone of the Republi c adhered to the Union 
and both north and south rushed armies to hold the fragment. 

~lcClelh'n swept ever ything before him for he had railroad transporta. 
tion into the c(Onter of the state, while the ConfedErates were gathering 
from the Cotton States and -from Virginia by slow marching and 
wagon trains over th .! endless mountains. By the middle of the summer 
McClellan had a large army in Tygarts Valley just below where the 
Elkwatcr Creek comes in from the west. Here the valley had narrowed 
and that army dug one oC the biggest trenches and bunkers of the war 
to hold the road. To keep the fort f rom being flanked and surprised 
lrom behind, another army had made a mos t elaborate fortified camp 
at White's Top of Cheat Oll the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. 
Thi s place also lent itself to easy defense. The road here passes through 
a gap between two beautiful hills, and the soldiers ! ortlfied both sides 
of it. To capture the fort s would requi re a charge up the steep hill· 
sides, and to pass between them would invite a sudden and complete 
destruction to an army. 

The Confederate forces took all of the Greenbrier Valley, the ne.xt 
valley east of Tygart's VaUey. They had armies at Bartow, and at 
Huntersville (Camp Northwest), and at Marlinton. These troops Cflme 
from all over the south. They had been rushed there owing to the fact 
that it soon became apparent that West Virginia west of the great 
divide was not going to put many troops in the field to :lid secession. 

And as there was no one in command of the several armie~ , that is, 
no commander in chief, enter the gr·eat Robert E. Lee, as fine a Vir
ginian gentleman as ever broadened an a. Graduated in 1829 first in 
his class at West Point. Head of that institution later. A colonel in the 
army. Resident at Arlington on the Potomac. He resigned from the 
service of the Union with regret to ('ast his fortunes with Virginia. He 
was made major gen:'ral of Virginia and commander in chief of Vir _ 
ginia's t roops in April, 1861, but on the for mation of the Confederacy, 
hi s rnnk was fixed as brigadier general and he was ordered to the Green
brier ValJey to take commflnd 01 the units here. At Camp Northwest, 
there was General Loring, a North Carolinian, who outranked Lee. At 
Marlinton Col. Henry R. J ackson, of Georgia, was in command. 

He was in charge of green troops in the wettest summer that this 
county ever saw. We had thirteen inches of rain in August this year and 
seven inches in December with wet weather at other times, and it has 
been compnred to the year 1861 for genuine wetness. 

His troops were volunteers and amateurs in the art of war. They 
were destined to become seasoned troops latcr in the war but there was 
11 lot of sickness in the camps that summer. Lee made his main camp 
on the Seneca Trail twenty miles north of Marlinton. All the histories 
say that he rested on Valley Mountain. That is true in part for that 
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was the pass that his forefront watched, but his main camp was south 
of the pass through .Middle Mountain, the next mountain south of Valley 
Mountain, and the signs there t oday shaw the gr·catest amount of work. 

The two armies faced each other on the pike for upwards of two 
months both waiting w give battle. 

Speaking about green t roops, many )'ears after the war some city men 
came to this county to hunt and were the guests of one of the leading 
men of the county at his plantation. The wpie of the war came up and 
something brought to mind the 808th Virginia regiment. One of t he 
city men told a tale; "Headquarters sent an inspedor to report on the 
SOSth and 80!lth regiments. T he letter that he g ot said that head
quarters had heard that the 808th and S09th were nothing but bands of 
organized horse thieves. Investigate and report. The inspector replied 
that he had looked them over and that the report was not exactly cor
rect. That the 808th was an organized gang of horse thieves, but that 
the 809th was an unorgan ized gang of horse thieves." 

A glimmer of a sm:le appea red on the face of one or two in t he room 
but as for the ho!'.t , fiefce he broke forth: " It's a damned lie-l belonged 
to the 80!ith 1" And it was one of the most embarrassing moments the 
witty man ever knew. 

But there were not many mountain men in the armies. Henry A. 
Wise of the Horse Pi stol, wrote from Bungers Mill, four miles west of 
Lewisburg, August 1, 1861, that West Virginia was gone so far as the 
Confede racy was concerned and that the people of the western waters 
were submit ting,· debased and subdued in the belief that the Confeder
ac? could never retake the northwestern part of the State, and that he 
had fallen back from Kanawha not a minute too soon. 

The most of the t roops who honored this county with their presence 
that summcr wcre lowJanders from the cotton country aJl(! that is wh:1" 
the mountain got them. 

Valley Mountain a~ soon as it crosses the turnpike and commences 
to tower in the air is calltld Cheat :Mountuin and it is as bold a rampart 
as is to be found in the State. It eur·ves a round away from the pass like 
a horseshoe and the eastern side is Back Allegheny, and the side that 
looks down on Elkwater and Hut tonsvil le is Cheat. In this horseshoe 
the main fork of Cheat River heads and by the time it gets to where 
the Staunton and Parkersburg road crosses it about twcnty miles in 
an air line, it is a l"onsiderable stream. U p against the outer 'rim of 
the horseshoe the Ohio River heads as the Tygarts Valley Rivel". Lee 
must have felt that summer that he was biti ng on granite. Sickness in 
the ca mp, und nothing going right. Hc planned to attack the fortifica. 
tion at Elkwater about the middle of September. The 'a rmy at Bartow 
was to cross the wild-erness and fall in behind the forces at White's Top 
on the pike, and whi le a part of the troops held the army on White's 
Top, the rest would drop down into Tygarts Valley and mareh up s tream 
and attack the fortification in the rear, while Lee marched down s tream 
and gave t hem what-for in their Iront. Never was 11 battle better 
planned and nevcr was one worse executed, but to one who knows what 
the spruce woods on top of Cheat are like, it is apparent that Lee could 
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not have known the chllracter of the country, or he would not have re· 
qui red it of them. 

Lee hud not seen any of the spruce woods. His camps were all in 
hardwood territory where a man may walk with some degree of com· 
f ort lind speed. But to take an army in the night time through the 
jungles of Cheat was an unheard of project. The evergreens are as 
th ick a s wheat in a field . There m'e great patches of la urel a bear 
could hardly penetrate. The dense growth of something like a hundred 
thousand board feet to the a cre means that the ground is covered with 
decaying trunks. There are plants there that arc called hobhlerod that 
make a passage painful and difficult, And there are windfalls that 
cannot be negotiated in the night time. 

And realizing that the pike was sealed, the orders were on the night 
of Septembcr 13, to climb the mountain and pa rallel the pike on both 
sides und silently pass over the mountains and fall in behind the enemy 
a t White's Top, . 

You will remember that afte r topping Back Allegheny .Mountain 
it is some miles across a boggy, swampy country, so covered with fir 
that the sun could hardly light it in the daytime, and once across that, 
Cheat 1\10untain was to be climbed. 

To add to the horrors of those southern 003'5 from II warm climate, the 
fir st snow of the winter began to fa ll that night and when the men got 
into that dllnk morass through which Cheat River winds its murky way, 
they scattereu. All sense of di rection was lost and the sold iers were 
cold and freezing, lost and bewildered. Few shots were exchanged with 
the enemy. I t is to be supposed that a few of the soldier s would drift 
out that way but as it was uphill, not very Illuny. Under circumstances 
like this men throwaway their arms and engage in a mad scr amble to 
get somewhere, or else sit down under n tree and stay there until 
they die. 

Of course, the greater number found their way back to camp or to 
the Valley Mountain camp, but it was days before the army was in 
shape to present a warlike front. The attack of September 14 had 
Caile(! because the mountains took II hand in the business and it was 
destined that these troops should not make a battle field out of the 
smiling meadows near the Elkwater. 

To give you some idea of how dense the growth may be in Cheat, 
sometime ago a party of us in that difficult country came on a gro'W1.h 
of young fir trees covering a great acreage thnt we estimated to grow 
forty-fi\'e thousand trees to the acre, The top of this fo rest looks as 
closely woven as curpet. 

Loring had charge of this flanking movement. Putting one and on6 
t ogether. we find that the army was lost in the wilderness on the night 
of the 13th of Sellt emoor, and that on the next day Lee sent down 
from his Valley Mountain camp a reconnoitering party under the com· 
mand of Maj. John A. Washington and that this party approaching the 
F ederal breastwork!> were fired upon and Major Washington was killed. 
There can be little doubt but that Lee sent that party down the valley 
to ascertain, if he could, whether the army had got across Cheat, and was 
in the valley north of and below the Elkwater fort. 
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In the meantime Lee was bedeviled with the troubles of two contending 
rivals, those roosters, General Flo~·d and General Wise who were quarrel
ing in the Kanawha Valley as to which was in supreme command, both 
('ailing on Lee to support their contentions, as Lee was the highest offi cer 
of Virginia, though only a brigadier general of the Confederacy. What 
is a surprise to most people is to hear that Gen. Robert E . Lee did not 
becOIl1(l commander-in-chief of all the Confederate forces until 1865, j ust 
before the war closed. 

Lee evidently decided not to attack the strongly fo rtified F ederals at 
either of their impregnable f orts. Anyway there was no more fighting 
that year on the Randolph and Pocahontas line near Mingo Flats nor 
yet at White's Top. 

After that Lee evidently decided to remain on the defensive. And the 
Federals had been on the defensive the whole time. 

Now here is a bit of history that will not be found in any of the 
books or dispatches, but I got it from eye-witnesses, most reliable men, 
and while it was still fresh in their minds. I taught a school at Big 
Spring on the site of Lee's encampment. The old men told me that the 
wet summer of 1861 terminated in one of the biggest r ains t hat ever fell 
in these mountains producillg one of the greatest flood ever known in 
these streams, and that the big rain of all rains culminated in a down
l,our that lasted all night, and that b~' dayligbt next morning, both 
armies, F ederal lind Confederate, had broken camp in the night and 
the tempest, and that both were in headlong retreat. The Confederates 
fled south up the Old Field Fork of Elk and cut a timber barricade at 
Crooked Fork at the foot of Elk Mountain. I have seen this barricade 
myself. The Federal forces retreated dO .... '!l Tygarts River, and it was 
the case with both a r mies that a number of men were drowned in the 
fordings of the creeks. 

The Union forces turned east at Huttonsville and marched towards 
Staunton and fought the battle of Greenbrier, the battle of the Top of 
Allegheny, the battle of Monterey, and the Battle of McD owell, all 011 
the Staunton and Parkersburg Pike. Stonewall Jackson turned them 
at McDowell and they went by Franklin. 

Lee having e>.:tricated his army went to Richmond, and soon after 
that he was sent to take charge of the coast defenses of South Carolina 
and Georgia and he spent the first winter of the war in the far South. 

The passway on top of Valley Mountain is the southeastern corner of 
the district of West Augusta, and when the troops ill the night time 
reached the summit of Back Allegheny :Mountain looking down on the 
Greenbrier River they crossed over the eastern line of West Augusta, 
and that dreadful night they passed in the spruce woods was on 'West 
Augusta territory. 

I can find no evidence of Lee having gone into southern West Virginia 
that fall. Wise and Floyd fought it out down there with more or less 
success but their armies marched east across the mountains before win
ter. And to the north the Confederates fell back to the top of the Alle
gheny practically evacuating all of the western water s at the end of 
the first year's campaign. 

Last summer the new bishway over Middle Mountain and Valley 
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Mountain was being gruded I\S Route 24, or Seneca Trail, and at one 
place tbe excavation uncovercd a great army dump pile in which all 
sorts of war trophi€s were to be found )'unging from muskets to parts 
of cannon, T his WfiS left by Lee's fir st command in the civil war, 

The only luck that the Federal forces had in 1861 was in West Vir_ 
ginia, and 1 will always believe that the mountains won that [or them, 

Ambrose Bierce was u Union soldier in camp at White's Top, at the 
time of the moVenH,'!:t On Septcmber 14. He was u seasoned trooper, 
having served his fir st- three months and hcginning on his second enlist
ment. He does not know that an attack was made or contemplated. 

He says : "It was a strange country, Nine in ten of us had never seen 
a mountain, nor a hill , as high as a I;hurch spire, until we had crossed 
the Ohio River. In power upon the emotions nothing, I think, is com
parabl{' t o a first sight or mountains , To a member of a plains tribe, 
born and reared on the flats of Ohio or Indiana, n mountain region was 
a pcrrwtual miracle, SPUt-e seemed to have taken on a new dimension; 
areas to have not on ly length and breadth, but thickness. :Modern litera
tut'e is full of evidence that our great grandfathers looked upon moun
tains with aversion and horrors." 

He WllS speakillg" of the time that he guarded II pass on the Sllmmit of 
Cheat Mountai n through which no one wanted to go, and on a road 
that led from nowhere to the ~outheast. 

As for Robert E, Lee when he found his summer's work rcduced to 
nothing by this g l'eat mishap of the jungle, he W<lS inclined to believe 
the report that the mountaineer guide had misled his troops and lost 
them in the fen, and for a t ime it looked like he was about ready to hang 
a certain young Pocahontas County man who had undertaken to guide 
the army, But Lee must have found out that he had been at fa ult him
self in ordering his men to penetrate the Cheat Bottom in the night 
time, for nobody was executed and the g uide lived to be an old man and 
a respected citizen of this county, 

HaUfe of Elkwaiel', 
'weste rn ]Xlrt 

CHAP TER X In 

When Gencra' R, E, Lee [f1l1:e lIP the norik
of V1'rginia as (/ bcul job, 

The battle of Elkwater was the Civil War battle that was never fought. 
The)'e was some s laughter but both sides drew back without going on 
with the gl'eat confl ict that was staged, Both sides were on the defensive. 
T he Federal forces were dug in in Tygarts Valley, Randolph County, 
below the mouth of the considerable creek called Elkwater, fo r the pur
pose of holding the Confederates from marching into the northwestern 
part of West Virginia, and the Confederates were entrenched on Middle 
Mountain to hold the Federal army from marching through Marlinton, 
Huntersville, and Warm Springs, and taking possession of the Virginia 
Centr al Rail road at Millboro. T hat is the reason that both armies wcre 
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content to fa~ each other for eight weeks during the summer months 
of l861. 

Robert E . Lee to the end of the war shone more as a dfeensive strate
gist than he did in his offensive movements. In this he was the antithesis 
of Stonewall Jackson, who came down on them like a wolf on the fold. 
Note Lee's fnilure in the Gettysburg campaign. 

The Federal forces were flushed with the victories of PhiHppi, .. Rich 
Mountain and Carrick's FOrd. McClellan had won these and it "HIde 
him commander-in-chief, so he went to Washington to take charge of 
the far-flung battle Jines, Rnd left General Reynolds to make a fortified 
camp at E lkwater, while General Rosecrans marched on to Kanawha. 

The road from Marlinton to Elkwatcr, now called the Seneca Tr:lil is 
almost due north and south . From Marlinton it is more or less up hill 
for seven miles until it tops Elk Mount.ain. Then it de;;cends a short 
distance to the upper waters of Elk River and follows the Old Field 
Fork down for about nine miles to the forks, crossing Slaty Fork near 
its mouth ; there to the Big Spring of Elk Fork. The pike follows this 
stream t o the post office Linwood, four miles, lind then continues north 
asC'Cnding Middle Mountain two miles, then across a head of a hollow 
ahout a mile to the top of Valley Mountain , the line between Randolph 
County and Pocahontas County, and thence about ten miles to the Elk
water fort. It was all important pike at the beginning of the Civil War, 
being one of the Commonwealth's highways, under the internal improve
ment schemes that Virginia had engaged in so heavily for thirt~'-odd 
years immediately prior to the war. 

The country is, and was at that time nearly all cleared and the road 
lined with fine farms between .Marlinton and Elkwater. 

The Union army had won signal victories in Randolph and Tucker 
counties July 11, 12 :md 13, 1861, and the news had just time to spread 
over the nation for a general rejoieillg, when on July 21st, the Confed
erates won a big battle at Bull Run and convinced the North th:lt there 
was sedeus trouble ahead. 

McClellan W:lS ordered to leave some one in command in the Illoun
tains and get the war going again. 

He arranged to hold the Confederates hack . The immense size of t he 
di tch and bank at Elkwatcr is still to be noticed. So it is not surprising 
to find an order to t.he effect that this was to be an extra hig barrier, 
as well as the one on Cheat l'IIountain. That is evidence enough tbat 
the Federals did not propose to ad\'ance an~' farther into the l'llelllY'" 
country that summer but would hold what they had won in the northern 
part of West Virgini:l and concentrate on driving Wise and F loyd out 
of the Kanawha Valley. 

Reynolds made the fort at Elkwater, and Kimball of the Fourteenth 
Indiana Regiment, made the one at Cheat Summit generally referred to 
as White Top, where a man by the name of White lived. _ The Cheat 
Summit camp was on the Staunton and Parkersburg turnpike and this 
road ran southeast from Huttonsville, gradu:llly leaving the pike from 
that ]Jlace t o Marlinton. Cheat Summit is almost due east from E lk
W:lter where the camp was and a trail led down the mountain making 
a short cut seven miles long between the two places. The wagon roads 
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nround by H uttonsville between the camps covered a distance of eighteen 
miles. 

These camps were formed on or about the 13th or 14th of J uly. The 
first troops of the Confederates to arrive at Middle Mountain were the 
Bath Cavalry on J uly 28th, followed hy Col. Stephen Lee, with the 
Sixth North Carolina Regiment. The plan of fortifying Valley Moun. 
tain jlnd Middle Moudain was the result of a report made by William 
Skeen, an attorney of Huntersville, who furnished a map of the coun
try, and who Jlointed out that the Virginia Central Railway was exposed 
to an attack at Millboro as much as it was at Staunton, and that the 
distance by turnpike was much less than to Staunton, 

In the meantime troops had been pouring into Staunton from all over 
the South and had be'!n routed by way of Monterey on the Staunton and 
Parkersburg Pike. The information furnished by Skeen was seized 
upon immediately by Robert E. Lee at Richmond, and be had a good 
deal of trouble getting the officers at Staunton to cease to send troops 
by :Monterey and to detrain them at Mi!lboro. His preemptory orders 
finaJly resulted in long columns of lllen being marched by the southe rn 
route by Warm Springs, Huntersville, Marlinton and Edray. William 
Skeen was a promin~nt man in the history of Pocahontas County, He 
had been clerk of the courts before the war, and then practiced law. He 
was noted for his fme penmanship a nd his flights of oratory. The Com
monwealth was referred to by him as the "virgin daughter of a virgin 
queen," and he was fighting for the idea of s ta tes' rights. 

These troops gath';.'red at Monterey, Bartow, Huntersville, and Mar
linton, were called the Northwestern Army, and General Loring was 
placed in command of this army by an order from General Lee dated 
J uly 20th. This was the officer who had outranked Robert E . Lee but 
who took his orders from Lee. But it was not long until Lee himself 
came to the mountains and took over the command. He arr ived at Valley 
Mountain August 8th, and from that time to September 14th, that was 
Headquarters of the Forces, that title traveling with Lee from Rich. 
mond to the Big Spring. 

Here is a list of the headquarters in West Virginia during the wet 
summer of 1861. Lee was at Valley Mountain from August 8 to August 
15; at !lleadow Bluff on September 24; and at Sewell Mountain on 
October 20. During 1861, all of Robert E. Lee's activities in camp were 
confined to West Virginia, the rest of the time being spent at Richmond. 

At Clarksburg was another West Virginia lawyer who was willing 
to advise the war department from the Federal side. John S. Carlile 
on August 15, 1861, wrote to Simeon Cameron, Secretary of 'Var, for 
God's sake t o send more troops and a general to command them or they 
would be whipped in ten days; that four Confederate armies were 
IJlarching.on the northwest by Mingo Flats, nnd that the Mingo Flats 
road was not guarded. Here was the original Codsaker about whom we 
heard so much in the World 'Var. He was mistaken about the Mingo 
Flats road not being guarded for the Elkwater fort was there for that 
very purpose. 

And about this time another defender was brought to light. It was a 
bushwhacker. By a letter dated July 19, 1861, Gen. H. R. Jackson 
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wrote to headquarters that he had recruited home guards to the number 
of one hundred and eighty men, and that as all of them had corn to 
work, he had agreed that if they left eighty of their best riflemen, the 
rest might return to their crops. These eighty riflemen were familiar 
with the country and were to " annoy the enemy from the hills and 
bushes." 

So the mountain armies filled the passes and watched each other during 
the weeks of August and the first part of September. In the Federal 
camp at Elkwnter were two companies fr om Indiana who were in gray 
uniform and these men mingled with the Confederates in their big camp 
at Valle~' Mountain. On Sunday the 8th of September a scouting party 
got as far as Mingo from the Elkwater and had a skirmish at fo ur 
o'clock in the morning of the 9th in which they reported having killed 
fifteen secessionists and wounded as many more. And tbey learned 
that a general advance was to take place that day and they fell back 
with the news. And it is now seen that Lee made a general order to 
advance dated September 9. 

There is in this series a chapter telling of the way the Confederate 
forces got lost in the Cheat River jungles about Cheat Bridge and thereby 
prevented Lee from having a pitched battle at E lkwnter. Th~e troops 
were from the army at Bartow and they were to pass through the laurel 
and the hobblerod in the night time to the south of the camp at Cheat 
Summi t and after much suffering and many hardships they carne 
straggling back, defeated, weary and discouraged. In studying the evi
dence that is left of t.he Elkwater affair, I have found out something 
more about that lost legion. They attempted to go through the wilder
ness on the night of the 11th of September. None of the pickets or senti_ 
nels oi the Federal camp on the mountain knew that any sueh movement 
was taking place. This is conclusive that they did not top the mountain 
on the pike. And early in the morning there were parts of three regi
ment~ that had passed by the camp and gotten to the pike in the rear, 
for early that morning, the 12th, three army wagons started fr om Cheat 
Summit ior supplies, and they rolled into the Confederate army about 
a mile west oC the encampment and were captured. The number at 
Confederate soldiers on the pike west and in the rear were estimated 
by the Federal officers to be twenty-five hundred men. They took the 
horses and men and disappeared in thick forest. 

From this time on the sk irmish ing in the big rorests of Cheat assumed 
the character of Indian fighting. Later in the day a company of Indiana 
troops caught sight of some Coniederates four miles west of the camp 
at the summit and had a battle with them, the Federal troops remaining 
in the road and the Confederatcs disappcaring in the timber. 

It now appears that thcse Indiana troops had been camped in the 
den~ spruce for full two months and the active young soldiers had 
nothing better to do than to become thoroughly acquainted with the 
wonders of such a wilderness. Few of them had evcr seen a mountain 
or a forest of any great e:xtent before. They had roamed in tbe moun_ 
tains hunting and fishing and having as good a time as they could under 
the circumstances, and in the battle in the woods they had the soldiers 
who had come from Arkansas and other Southern States at a grea t dis-
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advantage. The objed of the Confederate flanking movement was to 
get in behind the Summit camp and take another place which was a small 
camp and SllJlply point known as Cheat Mountain Pass ten miles west 
of the summit at the northern base of Cheat Mountain, and the skirmish 
in the afternOOll of the 12th , interfered with this movement. 

On the 12th the big army on Valley Mountain moved forward. About 
half way between tha Valley Mountain camp and Elkwater fort , is the 
town of Valley Hearl. Thi s is the point that the Webster County road, 
t he Point Mountain pike joins the Seneca Trail and the Federal forces 
had been maintaining an advance guard at that point. 

The Confederate a l'my at this point was about oint) thousand strong, 
and after a battle a t the forks of the road at Vallcy Head, the Federals 
fell back and the Confcderates did not ad\·nnce. Along the road that 
follows the river bottom the land was cleared, but between that str ip 
of settled country and the grent Cheat Mountain there is a great stretch 
of broken wooded country through which lllany streams flow down f rom 
Cheat l'Il ounta in to the Valley River. Some of the~e are small runs and 
others are considerable creeks. At Valley Head, Lee sent three regi
ments north along the base of Cheat Mountain through the woods to 
j oin the (Janking army that was to cross f rom Bartow. These regiments 
marched all day and came to the Staunton and Parkersburg Pike to the 
west of the Summit and cut the telegraph wire between the two Federal 
camps, and e!rected a junction with part of the Bartow t roops. 

General Reynolds found by nightfall on the 12 th, that he was in a 
precarious position. Both roads to the Summit camp were in possession 
of the cnemy. The wagon train had been captured, and his own wagon 
t rain loarled with supplies for the Summit camp and which were badly 
needed, had no chance to get through. 

So about three in the morning of Friday, the thi r teenth, he sent one 
army to open up the wagon road, and another army to open the bridle 
path. 

As a matter of fact, it would appear that the Confederates had about 
fifty-five hundred men in the woods around Cheat Summit and that they 
were literally scntterea all over a rugged country like a band of sheep 
that had lost their shepherd. It was the second night in bad weather 
a nd there was no way to form a cohesive force out of them. In t he 
meantime those Indiana boys who had been loafing there all summer and 
probably knew every trout up there by its given name, were ready to 
harry the strangers out of there, and at break of day on Friday, the 
thir teenth, t hey commenced to hunt the Confederates. Abou t this time 
some Confederates appeared on the pike about a mile east of the summit 
and surrounded a picket post and a lieutenant and a private 01 the 
F ederals were killed. 

Learning that a whip chase was under way to the west and that the 
Confederates were working out towards the Greenbrier River, with the 
Indiana boys driving them, the commnnder at the Summit sent some 
companies of soldiers eas t over the pike and had them line Cheat River 
above the bridge, and a battle was fought on that river about two miles 
above that bridge at a point near where the Cheat Mountain Clubhouse 
now stb.nds. 
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The Confederate reports are missing as to this encounter, but the 
Federal reports are vcry positive. They are sure that all the regiments, 
both from Valley Mountain and from Camp Bartow had been rounded 
up and were ocing driven toward the Greenbrier, and that when they 
werl' stopped by three hundred mcn at some point on the river neal" the 
clubhouse, the Con federates lIumbered fift}'+tlvc hundred men. These 
men were driven back In to the wilderness lind it was not until about 
t(>n o'clock that night that they got back to Camp Ba rtow, Kimball 
says that the ]'esult of the panic in the Confedemte ranks was [hat the 
woods were literally covered with the bagguge, coats, haversacks, and 
other articles ;]bandoned by the enemy. 
~ow if this is true, it is not to be wondered that Lee looked in vain 

for his proud regiments to come step ping up the broad fi elds of Tygart's 
Valley, with flags tI~'ing and drums beating to bike the Federals in 
the rear, while he marched his victorious legions down the yalley to 
storm the Feder;]l wOI·ks and take West Virginia into the Confederllcy. 

It is no wonder that Col. J ohn A, Washington rode down b~' the mouth 
of Elk\\"uter with a squad of men to get around the bend so that. he 
could see the Confederate columns advancing up the river to support the 
attack. And that not seeing such an army that he should ha\'e \'entured 
nearer' and nearer the fortificatioll so that the could make a thorough 
~earch, until so close thllt he was shot ;]nd killed, 

Col. Rust was ordered out of Cheat Mountain with his command to gct 
to Bartow a~ soon as he could and send a dispatch to Gener al Loring: by 
the "near way," Loring was no doubt that day at Valley Mountain , "Get 
1\11'. Arbogast to take the dispatch, if possible." Probably J. H. AI'bogast, 
who~e plantation W;]3 on the si te of the town of Durbin. He is dc+ 
s('ribed as the postmllster, 

In the mellJltime on Friday, the thirteenth, Lee's arm)' edged down the 
stream from Valley Head to a point liS low down as the mouth of Elk_ 
wlIter some miles above the Elkwater fort. They did not give battle, 
waiting no doubt for the flanking army that ne\'er came, but the Federals 
had a rifled gun that shot a ten-pound ball that they ran out about three. 
qUllrters of a mile, and fired n few rounds at the Cunfeder;]tes who with+ 
drew a short distance. That Confederate army lay about the mouth of 
Elkwater Creek all day on the 13th and on the 14th they were still 
there. Reynolds said that on the 14th another Confederate force was 
('hased by the Summit camp. And that on the 15th there was anot-her 
Confederate army on lop of Cheat, on the pike, that was driven back, 

Anyway in the afternoon of the 14th the Confederatcs went back to 
their camp on Valley Mountain and Middle Mounta in. So Lee's orders 
to advance dated September 9, 1861. were in fOl'ce until Septembel' 14, 
when Lee called them back and said good+by. 

Lee went down to the Kanawha Valley to sec what Wise and F loyd 
were fussing with each other about. They point out the tree on the 
Midland T rail where he camped, The first day's tl'avel from Valley 
Mountain set him thirty-three mil(>s on his way, and he made camp 
under an oak t ree on Stamping Creek just above Mill Point, on Richard 
McKeel's farm, Mrs. Mary McNeel, now aged ninety-six yeal's, the 
lady of the manor was a Southern sympathizer, She prepared a fine 
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hreakfast and sent it to the gener al and he refused to eat it. He evi
dently was not going to risk any strange cooking in a land that ap
peared to be hostile to secession . As they put i t baldly at the time, h' 
was apprehensive of being poboned. 

CHAPTER XIV 

Carrick's ji'ord . A n A ddress Prepared for the Celebration There. 
'1'0 W hich;s A.dded some ,Y c-w llistory abol1t Rich MOllntain. 

We are met here today to commemorate an incident of the most heroic 
and stirring events in the hi story of the world. Owing to the fact that 
in the year 1861 the St ate of Virginia was rent in twain by the passions 
and prejudices of its people, the chain of events leading up to the action 
on the part of the mour.taineers has been a difficult subject to deal with 
for the reason that neighbors and families were divided upon the issue. 
Father against son, and brother against brother-and these matte .. in 
diffenmce were carried even to the extreme limits of life. 

But time cures all things, and I believe that the t ime has come when 
it is possible to interpret the action of those splendid times in such a 
way that it will not only redound to the glory of the victor, but also to 
the courage and high romance of his noble adversliry. 

1 feel that it is incumbent upon us, who espollsed t he Confederate 
cause and who suffered the adverse decision of an an-wise Providence, to 
be the first and the frankest to admit tha t we werc wrong. It comes 
with more graciousness £rom us who were bound to submit that any 
other result would have meant the end of the United States and a long 
farewell to a ll our glory. 

We Confederates fought long and well, and we regard with affection 
and esteem the tender grace of a dar that is dead that can never come 
back to us. 

T o the student of the history of the men of the mist , the mountaineers:, 
it becomes Iliore and more appa rent that in every great crisis in Ameri
can history the men of these endless mountains nrc to be relied l,lpon 
to slive the country from dissolution. Bred into super-men by the 
fierce thirty years' warfare with the aborigines: in the winning of the 
West, we find in 1774 the mountain men u~serting their independence 
and putting an independent tlrmy in the field to '>"in the first battle of 
t he Revolutionary War at Point Pleasant. In the year s that followed 
the Minute Men from Valley F orge to King's Mountain were the main 
reliance for the success of the American arms, and it was companies: 
oC mountain men that drove Cornwallis t o the sea and forced him to 
surrender. 

But above and over a ll was the a ction of the northwestern counties in 
1861 that reorganized the government of Virgin ia and nullified the 
act of secession a t Richmond on April 17, 1861. It will be remembered 
that when the greatest Civil War ever known in the history oC the world 
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broke out in the United States that t he first movement on the part of the 
troops of the North and on the part of the troops of the South ccn· 
verged upon the mountain counties of the western waters of Virginia 
and within a few weeks after the action at Richmond these counties 
were as completely overrun and invested by the opposing armies as was 
Belgium in the late great World War. A part of that movement of 
troops was the battle of Carrick's Ford which we are met to commemo
rate today. The first troops to reach the northwest were two companies 
f rom Highland County, Virginia, marched thither in such great haste 
that there was not a gun or other weapon of offense am'ongst them. 
Each man bore a tin cup which constitul:€d his sole unifor m and accoutre
ment. They reported to GraIton where Colonel Porterfield, a diplomatic 
Virginia officer, had preceded them upon the mission to induce the local 
companies of militia to remain true to the falling fortunes of Virginia. 
Colonel Porterfield wrote home that it was as though he were in a 
foreign country, so fruitless had been his mission to enlist soldiers for 
the Confederacy. 

In the meantime, General McClell::m, lying on the borders of Ohio, 
was ordered to invest West Virginia with Federal troops and then fol· 
lowed the hurry and mad haste on the part of both armies to possess 
these mountain counties. General McClellan poured his troops into 
Grafton over the B. & O. Railway from Parkersburg and Wheeling and 
the handf ul of Confederate troops retired before his advance guard by 
a matter of minutes only, and rested at Philippi. 

In the meantime the Confederate forces, without waiting for a vote 
on the ordinance of secession, bitterly disappointed by the failure of the 
mountflin counties to respond favorably to the secession movement, 
rushed every available company across the mountains on foot, on horse· 
back and by wagon train, and in a few days had considerable armies a t 
three points on the western waters-that is to say, at Camp Northwest 
near Huntersville, at Marlinton, and at Beverly. 

The leaders in the Northwest, having been sent back from Richmond 
overwhelmed and defeated, had been busy calling a convention to meet 
in Wheeling on May 13, 1861, to offset the result of t he Seuossion Con
vention of April 17th. And while the armies were gathering by every 
road that point to the height of land, the place where the waters head , 
this Wheeling Convention was groping its way through the devious 
roads of parliamentary procedure to depose Governor Letcher, the Gov
ernor of Virginia, who had gone Confederate, and to set up in his place 
an able Fairmont lawyer by the name of Pierpoint to reign in his stead, 
thereby creating a dual government of the State of Virginia that wa .. 
to endure for the four long weary years of the war. It took P ierpoint 
four years to reach the Governor's Mansion in Richmond, but , by t he 
grace of God and the unfaltering support of Abraham Lincoln, he did 
eventually r each the banks of the J ame9 River. The formation of the 
new State of West Virginia was to be a part of the decrees of P rovi
dence a nd was perhaps the only logical solution of the quandary tha t 
Virginia found herself in when she went adrift and was wrecked by the 
ston n and the contlict between the Cottom State9, drunk with power 
and pride, and the loyalty that she owed to t he Union ~he had creawd. 
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In the Sec€ssion CO!l.vention the delegate district composed of Randolph 
and Tueker was represented by J onathaQ N . Hughes, who had voted for 
secess.ion and who had come home from that convention to find a solemn 
and a very much divided constituency. It is said that he had gone to 
Richmond as a Union man and that he had challb.-ed his sentiments dur
ing the long weary months devoted to practicing upon the minds of 
Union men to change them to be supporters of the Cotton States' holt 
for fr eedom. Mr. Hughes did not survive hi s return home many weeks. 
By a strange act of circumstances he became one of the first victim of 
the war. At the battle of Rich l'Ilountain he was riding horseback along 
the road in citizens' clothing. It is supposed that the sudden appear
ance of a troop of ('avahy confused him, He rode rapidly towards 
them, crying out for Lincoln and was shot dead, receiving seventeen 
balls in his body, 

Randolph and Tucker appear to have had no repn~sentatives at Wheel
ing in the May Convention, but upon the assembling of the Convention 
of June 11, 18()1, at which time Pierpoint was made governor, the dis
trict had as its representa t ive Solomon Par~ons. and at the third ('on
vention which met in Wheeling, November 26, 1861, to frame the con
stitution of the new State of West Virginia, James W, Parsons appeared 
for Tucker Count y, It should be noted, too, that at the June COll\·en
lion Samuel Crane was also admitted as a delegate fl'om Tucker 
County, who served with Solomon Parsons. 

It wi!! be observed that the month of !\Ia?, 1861, was a most tr~·jng 
llnd e\'entful period for the harassed people of the mountains. Greater 
armies than had cver been known to our people filled ever~· road and 
avenue while the thinkers of the mountains, such men as Daniel Lamb, 
A. W. CampbeH, Chestel' D. liubbard , J. D. Nichols, Campbell Tarr, 
Daniel P olsley, George R. Latham, James \V. Paxton and other leaders, 
most earnestly sought a way to extdcate Virginia from the curse that 
had come upon her, Some said one thing and some said another, and 
the solution did not come like It flash of light, but was rather evolyed 
in long and painful conferences extending over many days and nights. 
We know now that the plan that wOl'ked so wen was to treat the elective 
otlices of Virginia as vacant on account of Letcher's adherence, with aU 
his train to the Confcderate States of America , and to set up a pro
visional government by the election of Pierpoint as Governor. The 
Pierpoint government having been recognized in Washington by the 
Federal government by the seating of the Senators and Congressmen, 
enabled the provisional government to agree to the formation of the 
new State of West Virginia which resulted in the rending of the State 
both M a war measure and a logical result of the secession of Virginia. 

The credit for the idea and the thread of thought that led to this 
mementous result belong to John D. Nichol~, a young lawyer of Wells
burg. who voiced the idea in a conference one evening with some of the 
older delegates and from that time the wa~' was made plain before the 
conventions without v:Jriablcness, nor shadow of turning. 

About this time, on the twenty-second day of :-'Iay, 1861, the first man 
was killed in the Cidl War. T. Bailey Brown, a member of Capt. Dnniel 
Wilson's company, was returning with Captain Wilson from Prunty-
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town where they had orga ni zed a Union Company. As they came to the 
eastern end of G"afton, they were halted by 11 Confederate picket by t he 
name of W. S. Knight_. Brown fired at the p icket . clipping a piece out 
of hi s ca r, and Knight re t u rned the fi re with a smooth-bore musket . 
loaded wi th s lugs, killing Brown instantly . 

Before daylight on the morning of June 3rd the armies clashed at 
Philippi a nd the Con fede ra tes withdrew in great has te to Beverly. 
McClellan moved slowly up Tygart's Valley, having at his command 
some twenty thousand t roops, nearly all f rom Oh io and Pennsylvania. 

On the Con federate s ide Staunton. Augusta County. had been made a 
depot of supplies and from all over the South regiment after regiment 
det"ained at Sta un ton and marched west and northwest over the Har
risonburg and Warm Springs Turnpike and the Sta unton an d Parkers
burg T urnpike. These tl'OOPS were accompanied by intermin:lble wagon 
trains and the people of the mountains in that summer o f 1861 were 
pre~cnted with a spectacle of all the glory and gallantry 01 war .. Money 
became exceedingly plentif ul and the Confederate State~ appeared to be 
carrying all before them. As a mattN of [act the only failure from 
which the Confederate States suffered d uring the fir st year of the war 
was the repulse in West ViJ·ginia . The scene at Beverly by J uly was 
that of an all-powerful army in camp. Colonel Porterfield, the urba ne 
diplomat to West Virginia, had been called home and Cen. W. H. 
Garnett had been placed in cha rge of the advllncc army in the North
west at Beverly . He had under him the Ilower and the chivalry of the 
South. General Garnett wa~ a West Pointer :lnd a noted acquisition to 
the Southern a rmies. H is encampment at Beverly at the junction of 
the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike and the Beverly and Phil ippi 
Turnpike blocked the advance of General McClellan's army. But Gar
nett decided that he s hould fortify the two roads in the rugged pass 
where the Tygarts Valier River breaks through and forms the gorge 
sepa rating Rich Mountain from Laurel Hill. T he latter day tourist 
is still p!'esenled at Beverly with his choice of the two r oads into the 
?\orthwest . He can elthel· climb Rich )!ountain on the Stllunton and 
Parkersburg Turnpike, or he can go the broadel' and smoother State 
highway b~' the way of Elkins. Belington, Philippi and Grafton. 

Garnett decided to fortify the Bu ckha nnon road on the brow of the 
mountain overlooking its western declivity. In thi s he made a btal 
enOl". He !;Ceflls to have ignored the long flat top of Rich -Mounta in which 
in\·ited a flank movement. He should have f ortilled the eastern t op 
where the battle was actually fought . On the other road Garnett took 
.about six thousand t roops and went with them himself to fortify the 
road on Laurel Hill between Elkins and Belington. Pegl'am was placed 
in charge of the Rich i\fountain blockade. Colonel Scott W:lS left in 
charge of the base of supplies at Bever ly with olle large regiment and 
other companie~ and wagon trains coming in daily. It would appear 
that Garnett had detached himself both on the Rich Mount:.in road alld 
on the Belington rOfld from his base of supplies. 

McClellan with his much larger army. was seatter"d across the vaHey 
from Buckhannon to Webster :lIld seemed to be on the point of playing 
Garnett's ga me alld stol'ming the for tifications. But ()n the evening or 
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the tenth of July A young Dlan by the name of Hart, whose home was 
on the crest of Rich Mountain, agreed to lead a detachment around the 
mountain to fall in behind Pegram lind in this way the plans of battle 
were worked out in a way different from that expected by Garnett. 
Pegram was not wholly surprised. A messenger had fallen into the 
hands of the Confederatlls and they were advised of the flanking move· 
ment. Perhaps it would have been better if he had been surprised. He 
ru~hed three hundt'cd men back to the east brow of Rich Mountain and 
there met and fought tho FedeTal troops and was defeated. The cannon 
r onred over the mountains there all the afternoon and it seems to have 
brought consternation to every division of the Confederate forces. 
Presently came a rain and a stormy night and Pegram v,ithdrew from 
hig position and marched down into the rough canyon of the Tygart's 
Valley River and up the river to about where Elkins now is, and finding 
himself without provisions and no chance to get any, sent in his sur~ 
render papers. 

The battle at Rich Mountain was so sudden and unexpected that there 
seems to have been no chance to send a courier to Colonel Scott, who 
lay with guch a rich base at Beverly. The Colonel and his staff ligtened 
for houra to the cannonading on Rich Mountain, undecided whether to 
retreat or advallcc. He finally called for a volunteer to carry a flag of 
truce to Rich Mountain to obtain some word, and for this service my 
father, the late Rev. Dr. William T. Price, offered. Hh~ offer was not 
accepted and pretty soon Colone! Scott and the supplies were on their 
way east. 

Garnett abandoned his fort on Laurel Hill on the night of the eleventh, 
being !)ursued by McClellan's forces. Learning that Beverly was in 
possession of Union forces, he turned to the northeast, hoping to escape 
into the valley of Virginia by Cheat River. Morris' troops overtook the 
Confederates Hbout noon on July 13, 1861, and followed them for two 
hours skir mishing al! the way until Carrick's Ford was reached, where 
a pitched battle ensued in which General Garnett and a number of his 
command were slain. 

The result of these operations left the Union forces in full control of 
'Vest Virginia 's western flowing waters in the northwest with the ex
ception of Greenbrier River. 

McClellan fortified at Elkwater nellr the head of t.he Ohio River and 
the Confederates were gradually driven baek by force and pressure to 
Staullton within about a year from the time that they had sent their 
proud arm ies forth from that place. The retreat was marked by the 
battle of Greenbrier , the battle of the Top of Allegheny, and the battIe 
of :-'IeDowell, all Confeder ate victories, but all losing victories. 

And this is a 'short etory of how the wisdom of the elder statesman and 
the firing of the younger soldiers in the year 1861 brought forth that 
great State of West Virginia, the child of the storm. 

And on that day no loving arms 
Reached forth the newborn child to take, 
'Mid cannons' roar, and war's alarms, 
Did West Virginia's soul awake; 
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Behold her face is stern and wild. 
The beetling crag, the darkling fen, 
Mark deep her mien, the war-born child, 
Grim mothers of hard mountain men; 
We hail the day, we pledge anew 
Our hearts, our hands. our lives to you. 

487 

The first )'ear of the Civil War the ConCederates assembled a consid· 
erable army at Beverly in a short time and fl'om there awaited the 
coming of the Federal troops under McClellan. Garnett was the general 
in charge of the Confederates and the middle of July found Gar nett shot 
to deat.Jl by exposing himself upon the firing line, and his clans scattered 
in flight or captured . 

One of the Virginia regiments under Col. William C. Scott playeJ a 
pat·t ill the debacle of Rich Mountain, Laurel H ill, and Carrick's F ord, 
and 1 never could make head or tail of the doings of that regiment until 
lately when I came upon some indications in the records that throw con
siderable light upon t.he mental confusion and anguish of that officer. 

He was from down east somewhe re and he was elected colonel of the 
44th Virginia In fantry. lIe was either from Cumberland or Powhatan 
county, as he represented that district in the secession conY(mtion at 
Richmond, in 1861. 

The battle of Rich Mountain was fought on the Ilth day of July. The 
44th left Staunton fo .r Beverly on the 5th day of J uly and arrived in 
Beverly the evening of the 10th, the day before the bat tle, and en
camped there that night. Garnett was with the main part of the army 
at Laurel Hill , the big mountain between Elkins and Belington. He 
had posted Pegram with a large force on the west brow of Rich Moun
tain, eight miles from Beverly on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turn
pike, between Beverly and Buckhannon. There was a command at 
Lcads\·iJ[e church, in the neighborhood of the place where the city of 
E lkins stands now. 

The Federals had some twenty thousand troops on the two roads and 
a battle was expected hourly. The main force of the Federals was on the 
Buckhannon road in f r ont of Pegram's hastily erected fortifications. 
Between Pegram and Garnett was the canyon through which the Tygart! 
Valley River forces a turbulent passage. It is a very deep and wild and 
r ugged gorge. 

Most of the wagons and supplies were left at Beverly as a convenient 
ba se for the Confederate forces. 

Scott's 44th was on the loose, so to speak, hi s a r rival being more or less 
unexpected, and like all the troops on both sides he was in command of 
amateurs in the art and science of war. 

There has been so much said of Scott 's maneuvers at this time that I 
have been at considerable pains to ferret ou t as near a s possible the 
truth of the reports. One reason that I was so much interested was 
that my fath er, a chiplai n, was with Scott on that occasion and by stay_ 
ing with him escaped capture and injury and was extricated from a 
ver)' perilous position, in wh ich so many green soldiers were killed, 
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wounded or captured. I never heard my father say much aoout the 
retreat from Beverly. 

One favorite lie in regard to the ga!!ant 44th. was that Scott had cut 
such a big timber barricade across the pike between Beverly and Laurel 
Hill that Garnett could not withd raw his troops in the direction of 
Beverly but was forced to march th l'ough Tucker County to meet defeat, 
disaste r, and death a t Carrick's Ford. There could be nothing Carther 
from the t ruth than this for Scott had not been anywhere 011 that road 
to cut a barricade and all the defense that he needs on that charge i~ 

his perfect alibi. 
At Beverly, Scott reech'ed an order from Garnett to Jom him with 

hi s regiment at his fort on Laurel Hill, and early that morning he had 
gotten his weary and footsore troops together and had march~d them 
about two miles tow.lrus Elkins, when he was overtaken by a courier 
wit h II dispatch from Pegram, who was on the other road on t op of Rich 
Mountain . Pegram asked him to d isregard the orders to march to 
LauI'el Hill and to return by way of Beverl~' and take a position a mile 
and a half from Bevel'ly on the Buckhannon road, at a place where a 
county road came in from the north and joi ned the pike. The reason 
for this was that P\lgram who was guarding the pike had found out 
that at a point west of his fortification an old road or path branched 
off on the north side of th t! pike. dipped down across the Roaring Creek 
Valley. and climbed Rich ?'Iountain and passed through a gap north of 
the pass that Pegram was holding, and swung south and jOined the 
county road that led to the pike at the pbee that Scott was to place his 
regiment. Pegram had heard that a large force of Federals were already 
marching on that old r oad to pass on his r ight , and Scott's was the only 
force th a t could reach. the place in time to be of any service. It was ap
parent tha t if the F ederals took Beverly all the Confederate forces would 
be Cllt off fr om their supplies. Torn from their ba~e, so to speak. 

Scott did not hesitate. He about-faced and marched his army back 
and held the mouth of the county road. 

Later in the day, Pegram discovered hi5 error, for the Federals 
marehed arouml him on his l{'ft , and some three hundred of Pegram's 
men with one cannon hastily detached from the Pegram fort engaged 
th(m at the eastern su mmi t and there is where one of the dt'('isiv(' battles 
of the war was fought. a battle that was discussed and debated to the 
ends of the world, for right there is where the Union won the war by 
retaining the territory that was a fterward~ to be West Virginia. 

Pegram was in dreRdful st ra its. His three hundred men held the 
field for haUl'S aga inst fwe thousand, Every man belonging to Garnett 
was in sound of the guns, but none knew that it was not an attack ·on 
Pegram's fort eXCi!pt those in that fort. In the light of other days it 
has become the great unexplained myster~' why Pegram did not re
inforce his heroes that day. 

The noise of the buttle was heard by Scott and his troops, but they 
could not know that it was a battle half way between him and Pegram, 
and there has never been :I time si nce Casabianca stood on the burning 
deck when sueh a distressing alternative was put to a soldier. Scott 
could not le:1.ve the road unguarded . Pegram had not said that the 
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enemy might come that roundabout. wa~·. He had S<'l.id that th<ly were 
then moving on that road, and Garnett had endorsed and supplemcnted 
Pegram's order, and so he was held by express orders at the foot of a 
mountain whi le the cannon r oared at the top of that mountain. 

When Scot t , the night before had a r rived at Beverly, he found a very 
near and dear friend living there. Hon. John N. Hughes the delegate 
to the ronl'ent iorl from the district composed of Randolph a lld Tucker 
counties. T he two men had served dul'ing the long strenuous sessions 
of the eOllventions that had voted at Richmond for secession . 

Hughes had been sent th £re as a Union man by an overwhelming vote. 
At Richmond he had rOOlned with two strong Union members, Hon. J ohn 
S. Burdette, t he mcmber from Taylor County, and Hon. James Burlf'Y, 
of Marshal l. The three were g reat friends and agreed to sta~' in the 
Union for many weeks, until Hughes camc to the room one day and 
announced that he had decided to vote for se1::ession . Then there was a 
great (\uarrel. Burdette and Hughes were about to have a tist tight 
there and then , but Burl e~' prevented them from coming to blows. But 
before they plIrted t.hey put a curse upon him, a good old poli t ical curse, 
that he would never prosper either ill this world nor in the world to 
come. and the th "ee inseparables parted in angel'. Hughes voted for 
scccssion betwecn the vote of Jamcs P. Holcombe, of Al bermarle, 1wd 
Eppa Hutton, of Prince William. And Burle ~' and Burdette voted to
g('th€l' against seces~ion between the votes of William G. Brown, of 
P"cston, and Benjamin W. Byrne, of Braxton, Nicholas and Clay. 

The two convent.ion members. Hughes and Scott. were delighted to 
be together again IIn,\ Hughes went wi th the colonel and his regiment. 
These two state~men had voted for secession a few weeks before, having 
been convincell by a season of false "casoni ng that it was the only way 
to pre\'ent war, relying on a fixed idea that the seceding si~ters would 
be allowed to depart in peuce. And here t hey were in the mounta ins 
f:;l.(·ing an overwhelming arm." of Federals who refused to nccept their 
interpretation of the constitution . 

A new song had run through the South since they had parted at 
Richmond . It star ted off strong. It said that the despot's heel was on 
our shore, hi3 torch was at our temple door. And here was the despot's 
hcelon Rich Mountain. The song was called ":\laryland, my :Maryland" 
and we ~tiI1 beller forth its martial strains. They made up 11 song here 
the other day on it, called ":\lad inton, my l\I1!rlinton ." It may be of 
~ome histo rical interest to knoll' who was the gentleman designated as a 
despot and fixed to burn a church. It was no other than Col. Edward 
F. J ones, of the Sixth ,\!assachusetts Regiment. marching through Balti
mOl'e, April If). 1861, where the~' wel'e attaeked by rioters and three 
soldiers killed and many wounded. The mayor of Baltimore marched 
with the reg iment to protect them and begged the soldier s not to tire, 
but before the mayor Idt t hem he was compelled to grab a gun him self 
and kill a man in the mob. The song Wa$ written by a college professor 
on hearing- of the riot. alld the music is from the German song, "Tanne
baum. Oh Tannebaum ." which being loosely t ranslated means, " Hem
lock Tree. Oh Hemlock Tree." 

Hughes and Scott were on horseback. At that time the troops had 
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no distinctive uniform on either side. There was no way to tell a friend 
from an enemy. Not even a badge. The armies had materialized so 
quickly that so far as the fighting was concerned it was almost im
possible to tell whether a company belonged to the North 0\' to the 
South. 

About onc o'clock in the afternoon, Scott and his regiment resting 
easily at the fork of the road , heard the firing ocgin at the Uart place 
on top of the mountain. He thought it was an attack on the fort as he 
had had no intimation of any change of plans. As a matter of fact , 
Pegram, hearing that the Federals were marching around him on his left 
had sent three hundred men, under Captain DeLagnel to occupy the 
pass at Hart's Mountain, the farm house on one side and the log barn 
on the other. There was a log barn there. Maybe not the barn that is 
there today, hut a log harn. These troops were from Rockingham, Rock. 
bridge and Powhatan counties, largely. They were not acquainted with 
J ohn N. Hughes. 

There was a powerful lot of cannonading going on a nd Scott was 
bound to find out a~ut it, even if he could not leave his post, so he 
prepared to send a scout. Ho designated J ohn N . Hughes, a non-com
batant, who volunteered for the duty. I take it that Hughes was the 
logical candidate for lhe honor for he may have been the oll ly local man 
present. He knew the country and the roads. He was not in uniform. 
That did not cut any figure that early in the war. The road winds by 
easy grades for miles up the mountain . Hughes dashed off on hi~ horse 
and never returned. By the time he reached the top of the mountain, 
the battle was going at fun blast. He evidently came to the conclusion 
that the troops that he found holding the road at a summit were 
F edel'als who had gotten to the rear of the Pegram fortifications, for he 
cried out, " Lincoln." And rode towards the soldier s. No doubt the 
soldiers had until that time held their fire to ascertain whether he came 
as a friend or a foe, hut the moment he shouted "Lincoln," they fired a 
volley Hnd he fell dead with seventeen bullet holes in his body. He was 
shot by Confederate soldiers. 

The next thing that occurred was the arr ival of Lieut.James Cochrane, 
of Augusta County. He had been in the battle. Owing to the difficulty 
that the troops had to tell friend from foe, the Confederates had fired 
on some Confederate cavalry advancing from Beverly, and these cavalry 
had withdrawn. De Lagnel had detailed Cochrane with a squad of six 
men to overtake these men and bring them up. hut he could not find 
them, but as he traveled to the foot of the mountain he found Scott and 
his regiment and reported to them the fact that an engagement was 
going on and that they were badly needed on top of the hill. 

Scott then formed his men and faced them towards the fight and 
they started off at double quick time, which was soon brought down to 
quick time when they realized the number of uphill miles they had to 
climb. When they got within about a mile of the top, the firing cea~ed 
a nd there was great cheering, Huzzas, as the accepted word was at 
that time. The huzzaing caused Scott to halt his army and consider. 
H e and Cochrane took counsel together and decided that the fight was 
over, and that if the Confederates had won it was not necessary to i"0 



TH E SENECA TRAIL 491 

fa rther, and if the F ederals had won it was not at all safe. They 
would be cut to pieces by firing from the top of the ridge. So volunteers 
being called for, one R. I. Li1)£ord volunteered on the condition that he 
be provided with a pistol and a horse. He was equipped and rode for · 
ward rapidly to the top of the mountain. and a short time after he was 
gone, his regiment heard loud shouts of "Halt!" "Shoot him!" And that 
was the last thnt they heard from Lipford for !\Cveral days. 

Scott does not seem to worry about Lipford, so I went on a hunt the 
other day for him, and found out about him. When he got to the battle 
fi eld and found himself surrounded by fo ur or five thousand soldiers, he 
decided that discretion was the better part of valor, and surrendered 
to superior force . Here he made a tactical error. Thinking no doubt 
that he would be better t reated and sooner exchanged he infor med the 
Federal commander that his rank was that of lieutenant wben he was 
in truth and in fact a private soldier. But the Federals took to hi m 
and of all the prisoners, he was the one that was chosen to bear a sweet, 
kindly letter f rom General McClellan to Gen. H. R. Jackson. :\IcClellan 
was a gentleman . fie mentioned that he had found Lieuwnant Lipford , 
of the ,14th Virginia, the most available for courier purposes from among 
the officers captured. This incidcntal mention had the effect of causing 
General Jackson to arrest L ipford for mis:-epresenting his rank, and 
Lipford seems to have had the distinction of being twice captured a nd 
im prisoned within a week by both armies. 

Scott not liki ng the looks of things on the mountain retreated irom 
them huzzas and got back to Beverly that night. James Cochrane went 
with him. This must be the same red-beaded colonel who played such an 
impoz·tant part in the war and who was separated from his regiment at 
Droop Mountain in aiter years. 

He seems to have about taken charge as a visiting brother to the 
44th. He marched them up the mountain and marched them down again, 
a nd when they got to Beverly, while Scott was conIerring with Judge 
Camden, a member of the Confederate congress, and other citizens, 
Cochrane seems to have had the quick wit lind the abili ty to act. He 
knew that the Confederate t roops were scattered and that there was 
no use waiting for orders, so he had Scott, as the ranking officer, to 
authorize him to load the wagons and take t hem out of there, and this 
was done and a retre3t to the Grenbrier River was commenced that went 
on all through the night and the next day. In this way most of the 
stores were sa\'ed, and on the 12th Scott reached Greenbrier River, hav
ing marched about thirty-two miles. He burned the bridge at Huttons
ville over the Tygarts Valley River on the 12th. 

Captain Lilley and his Augusta Lee Rifles came escaping out of the 
Det and they found the bridge burning, and lay at the foo t of Cheat on 
the Randolph side that night. When they got to Beverly they saw 
Capta in Stofer, of the Pocahontas company, s itting on the hotel porch. 
That is one thing he did well. I remembcr sceing him sit on a hotel 
porch after the war many times. The captain was a vewran of the 
Mexican war Ilnd was no amateur . He seems to have been one of the 
cool ones at the battle of Rich Mountain nnd side fi ghts. He waved 
them on, and when they got over to Yeager 's they f ound Gover nor 
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Letcher there, who had come to the head of the waters to see how the 
war was going. 

It will be :;een by this, Scott and his 44th made a hasty trip to West 
Virginia . In all it. was only nine days that it took him to march his 
regiment on foot from Staunton to the top of Rich Mountain und back 
to the Greenbr ie r River, something like a hundred and fifty miles. 

I can sec no just cause of criticism. He seems to have acted with 
cou rage and discretion and brough t his men olr safe, and suved the 
wagon trains ior hi !:! side. He delivered hi s command to Gen. H. R. 
Jackson on Saturday the 13th, and they rested at 1II 0nte rey. 

P egram had an unhappy experience. He took command in an arbi. 
trary way of Camp Garnett as it was called, and he has been criticized 
for not .coming to the relief of the three hundred who made as brave a 
fight us was ever recorded in history. And then he surrendered by send
ing 11 messenger seven miles with a petition asking to be allowed to yield. 
Captai n :"Iioorman, of Pendleton Count~' . asked him if he was going to 
do that wh~' did he not maITh out towards Pendleton County and go 
until he met a Federal force and surrender then. It would be easiu, 
and there was a good chance to esca pe. But Pegram overruled him. 
Moorman knew the mountains but Pegram was overawed by them. 
Pegram's men were pU I·oled. One of them came in my ofllce last su mmer 
and told about being paroled by a man on horseback in the street in 
Beverly. "What did you do about it?" I asked him. "I broke it," said 
the old Con fed. 

("Ill\ P'l'EH XV 

Th t' 8 0lfle of Philippi. the Pil·.~t Ball!e of Ihe Cit-il W ar. 

The battle of Philippi is important because it was the fit- 5t battle of 
the Civil War. It is not in the numbe r of troops engaged, the number 
killed or wounded, or in the strategy displayed, that it owes its fam e. 
It was the first blow that was s t ruck. And it assumes all the dignitr 
and importance of the opening blow. That is no doubt the reason that 
the Legislature of 1927 saw fit to appoint u commission to repol·t as to 
t he proper way in which to commemorate that acHon of the armies and 
to preserve its histo!·y. 

The date of the battle wns June 3, 18GJ, at the break of day. PriOlo 
to that time it was not known whether there would be a war between 
the North and the South. The North had not been invaded, and there 
were indications tha~ led the most hopeful to believe that the sections 
would content themselves with guarding the border to repel any effort 
to invade on the part of the enemy. 'rhus McClellan had been appointed 
commander of the Department of the Ohio to guard the line of the States 
bordering on the Ohio River with headquarters at Cincinnat i. 

In this day and generation it. is taken for granted that when the 
States seceded that it was an act of war tantamount to declaring war 
on the United States. It was so regarded by mu ny of the wisest men 
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on both sides, those who had the power of j udging the future by the 
past, and who were able to construe the signs of the times, As a matter 
of lact, the secession of Virginia, was the result of fal se reasoning on 
the part of the com'ention that the on l~' way to avoid civil war within 
the boundaries of Virginia, was to secede, arguing as they did, that 
if a mnjotity forced the State to remain in the Union, that the ea~tern 
pa rt or slave part of the State, would rise in arms and assert its right 
to secede, The convention drunk with words and oratory and other 
things, seems never to have npRrehended that the Federal power would 
be exercised to keep Virginia in the Union , The idea that armies from 
other States might invade Virginia, was not worthy of considering. On 
the 4th of F ebruary, 1861, si x of the States had met and formt'd the 
Confederate States of Ame rica, and on the 8th had elected Jefferson 
Da\'is as its president, and there had been no definite policy determined 
upon by the Federal govemment, and the Virginia convention to avoid 
war decided to secede, 

April 12, the fil'ing began on Fort Sumter. April 19, a mob attacked 
Union soldiers marching through Baltimore, May 9 shots were ex
changed between the United States steamer Yankee, lind the batteries 
at Gloucester Point, Virginia, ;-'Iay 20 shots were exchunged between 
the United States steomer Monticello and the batter~' at Sewell's Point, 
Virginia. May 24 the Union army took possession of Alexandria, Vir_ 
ginin, and that night. Colonel Ell swol'th, of the F il'st Zouaves, :-Jew YOl'k 
"l ilitia, was killed in a hotel by some person unknown. Captain Ball 
and a company of thirty-five Confederate soldiel'S wer'e captured. May 26, 
Union troops were ordered to occupy Grafton, and l'tfcClelian llddresse<.l 
hi s procJnmation to the Union men of western Virginia, 

The occupation of Alexllndrill by the Federal troops does not seem to 
have occasioned much stir in Virginia, as that town is not much more 
than a subur'b of Washington, but the invasion of Federal t roops on 
Virginia soil to Grafton, more than a h undred mi les by the railroad 
from the bordel' at Parkersburg, was a ~erious mutter. 

The proclamation of May 26 states that the general government of 
the United States had abstained from sending troops across the Ohio 
RiveI', or even posting them all the bank of that stream on the Vir
ginia line, But the result of the late election in the western counties 
showed that the people west of the mountain did 110t indorse the seces
sion movement, and that the genel'al government could not longer close 
its ears to the demands that had been made by loyal western Virginians 
for assistance, "I have ordered troops to cross the rivef," 

These were the words of McClellan, an able executive, He Wag II 
West Point graduate. He had distinguished himself in the :'Il ex ican 
War. He was II commissioner to s tudy the military movements in the 
Crimean War, At the outbreak of the Ci\'i1 War he was chief engineer 
of the 1Ilinois Centrlll Rllilroad, He was appointed a major general in 
1861, and owing to his successes in West Virginia, he was made com
mander-in·chief of the Union fo rces afte l' the disaste r' at Bull Run, 

To the clear mind of l\lcClellan the cross ing of the Ohio was as defi
nite a step admitti ng of no retreat or withdrawal as was the act_ion or 
Caesar in crossing the Rubicon, the river that sepa rated Cisalpine Gaul 
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from ancient Italy. It proved to be a crossing of a Rubicon. 
McClellan has never been proper ly appreciated. He ran afoul of the 

departments in Washington and some bitter words passed between him 
and Stanton. In 1864, he was the Democratic nominee for President 
against Lincoln, but received the electoral vote of but three States, Ken
tucky, Delaware and New Jersey. But he acted with great power an d 
wisdom in the early days of the great conflict and his support undoubt
edly had much to do with the formation of the State of West Virginia, 
and he deaerves a monument in this State. 

The significance of the determination to cross the Ohio River, is 
shown in his opening lines in his general order: "Soldiers: You are 
ordered to cross the frontier and enter upon the soil of Virginia. Your 
mission is to restore peace and confidence, to promote the majesty of 
the law, and to rescue our brethren from the grasp of armed traitors." 
This address was dated the same day that the proclamation to the people 
of West Virginia was made. It took four days to make the occupation 
of Grafton complete, moving from Cincinnati and Indianapolis through 
Parkersburg and Wheeling over the B. & O. Rai lway. On the 30th of 
May, McClellan reported that he held Grafton without the loss of a 
single life. 

News traveled slower in those days e:<l:cept where the event was directly 
upon a telcgraph station. Owing to this the Commonwealth of Vir. 
ginia as constituted at Richmond, does not seem to have grasped the 
extent of the disaffection in the northwestern counties. General Lee 
was in eommand, and he took the precaution to send three trained officers 
to these counties to muster in the militia. Loring at Wheeling, Boykin 
at Parkersburg, and Porterfield at Grafton. These were the strategic 
points owing to the B. & O. Railroad, whose trunk line extended from 
Baltimore to Grafton, there to branch into two divisions, one to go into 
the State of Ohio at Wheeling, and the other at Parkersburg. 

Lee had no idea but that these counties would accept in the main the 
action of the Virginian convention. For generations they had complained 
and expostulated at coming out at a disadvantage over every vote and 
measure, and no doubt it was considered a congenital defect in the moun· 
taineer, to grumble End submit. It is evidenced by his message and 
his instructions to Porterfield. 

He wrote to Porterfield, Col. George A. Porterfield, then at H arpen 
Ferry, to repair to Grafton and to act in conjunction with Boykin and 
Loring, and accept for service nine regiments, three to protect the Park· 
ersburg branch of the railway, three the Wheeling branch, with three 
regiments to be held at the junction point at Grafton in reserve. Lor· 
ing and Boykin seem to have returned without recruiting any com· 
Ilanies, and with Porterfield it was not much better. Captain Thomp· 
son, at Fairmont, had a company that was ready to he mustered into 
the Confederate service but Grafton did not seem to be a safe place for 
such a company. One of Porterfield's reports haa a line in it that indi· 
cates the state of sentiment around Grafton. He says to address his 
letters to Fetterman, a post office near Grafton, 11.5 that was the only 
office in the count y where he could depend upon receiving letters. 
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Porterfield got some troops together and succeeded in burning three 
small bridges on the railroad but they were quickly replaced when the 
troop trains came in from the west. 

Another indication of the meager support that he got from the north
west counties is the tradition of the committee or citizens who waited 
upon him at Grafton, and who politely and firmly told him that they 
desired him to leave lheir town, but that they did not wi sh him hurried 
or inco~venienced, and that it would be all right for him to wait until 
the next train left for elsewhere. This invitation was complied with, 
and I thillk that it must have been the time that P orterfield moved to 
Fetterman, a t no great distance, as that place is now a part or the 
cit)' of Grafton. Porterfield was still writing letters from Grafton as 
late as May ]6, 1861, and according to the best evidence that I can find, 
the Confederate forces took their stand at Philippi on the 27th day of 
May, just about the time that the Union troops s tar ted from the western 
posts to occupy Grafton. 

It will be observed that the Confedernte officers sent to the north
western counties to mobilize an army had met with such scant succeS9 
that they did not consider it advisable to try to hold the railroad at any 
point on it, and that they had not been able to effect any but a tem
porary damage to it. South of Fetterman and Grafton, some fifteen 
miles distant, was the town of Philippi, the county S{)at of Barbour 
County, situate in a narrow valley on the banks of Tygarts Valley 
River. This was a position well suited to a defensive campaign. T wo 
r oads came to the river at that place, one from Grafton that crossed u 
wooden roverI'd bridge into the town. This bridge is still standing and 
in constant use. That the Confederate forces withdrew to Philippi is a 
confession of weakness. 

The reason of this movement wa9 that it was the only opening left 
to Porterfield irom which he could reccive reinfor ccments and !;upplies. 
The Union forces held control of both ends of the B. & O. Railroad. 
There was 110 way in which troops could reach him over that road, and 
the 0111)" turnpike open to him was the Staunton and Parkersburg 
Turnpike. 

Great delay was experienced in getting arms to the Confederates. 
Before the battle they were begging for flintlock riftes. The Virginia 
troops that had marched to join Porterefild from Virginia had reached 
Fetterman, but the only equipment either in arms or accoutrements was 
one tin cup per man. It was long known as the tin cup brigade. They 
clamorell for arms. Two companies from P ocahontas Count~', under 
Captain McNeel and Captain Stofer, rode horseback to Philippi and had 
to be sent back on account of no arms or supplies. It was about this 
time that the long lines of men and wagons and artillery commenced to 
move west from Staunton over the Staunton and Parkersburg T unrpike. 
From al! over the South these forces were coming, but they did not 
arrive in time to afford any relief to the beleaguered Confederates at 
Philippi, and they failed to stem the victorious advance of the Federal 
armies at Hich Mountain and at Laurel Hill and Carricks Ford. Not 
until the middle of the summer did they block the way and that was in 
the Greenbrier Valle;;. 
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It was a campaign of wagons against railway cars . 
On the 3rd day of June, 1861, the Confederates had a force of about 

eight hundred men in Philippi, wailing on men and lnmS. The strength 
of this little army was placed by the Union Commander, Gen . T. A. 
Morris, at Grafton. as being two thousand men, wh ich were being 
rapidly r einforced. 

He plan ned a quick attack on the enemy at Philippi. The main high
WHY, now Road 56, connects Grafton and Phi lippi. The dis tance in 
186] was fifteen miles. This road lies on the west side of Tygarts 
Valley Rh·e r. Both towns arc on that rive!'. There was another road 
traversing the counties of Taylor and Barbour lying to the east of that 
road made up of eerta in county roads. By leaving the cars at a point 
eU8t of C t'afton, it le ft a mat'ch of about twenty·five miles to Phili]lpi. 

Col . B. F. Kelly was given command of one column to march on 
Philippi, and Col. Dumon t of the ot her. 

Believing that word of the attack would be carried to the Confederate 
camp, an order was made public that a detachment of troops would go 
by rail from Graf ton to Harper's FCITY, and at 9 a. m. June 2, Col. B. 
F. Kelly's command, ~onsisting of six companies of the First Virginia, 
nine companies of i:ll ilroy's Ninth Indiana, and six companies of Irvine's 
Sixteenth Ohio, took trains and were carried six miles east on the rail
road where the~' got off thc tmin and marched slowly during the day and 
the early part of the night, and rested so that they could arr ive at 
Philippi exactly at 4 in the morni ng of June 3. 

The other column consisting of Dumon t's Sevcnth Indiana, five com
panies of Steedman's F ourteen th Ohio, wi th two field guns, and six 
companies of Crittenden's Sixth l ndiamr, left Grufton Ilt 8:30 p. m. 
June 2 for the more direct route to Philippi. 

The two columns combined consisted of something oyer three thou
sand men, and they believed that thc)' were going into a battle with a 
desperate army of Confederates. 

The Dumont column took the trains on the rail road that runs towards 
Clar ksburg (west), a lld got off the t'\1ins at Webster s tation, a point 
nell I'eI' Phil ippi, and marched through the night. 

Then came the big I'ain . I t poured down all night and with it was a 
driving wind. The raw troops lIuffercd in that campaign not from the 
enemy but from the weather. Both columns were due to meet without 
fail at Ph ilippi at four o'clock in the morning. The t roops that had 
gone the long way round were very much nlOI'e comfo r·table than the ones 
who had marched the short distance. There was a most dreadful time 
had by the young soldiers plodding along a muddy road all throu~h the 
night of the t empest, and some of them threw away blankets and knap
sacks in orde r to keep up. 

But the rain had uIso drowned out the Confederate pickets and scouts 
and sentinels. Not an outpost was found. Not a challenge given by any 
Confederate soldier, and the first thing that. the Confederates knew the 
enemy was upon t hem in the rain and the stOI'm and t he darkness, and 
all over them and abou t them and there was nothing to do but to run. 
And ru n they did and that in a helter·skelter, eVe t·y·man-for-himself 
fashion, and liS there was but one road open, and that up the river, they 
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could not get lost or stray, so later in the day, with the exception of a 
gentleman that got bis leg broken contending with the Federal army, all 
of the Confederate soldiers assembled at Beverly, thirty miles distant, 
at which place they were speedily heavily reinforced, and from which 
point they got ready to figlJt the Rich l\Iounhlin battle five w~ks later. 

The most serious accident that happened was when a Confederate 
quartermaster shot Colonel Kell<,y in the vest. T he warlike 'Quarter
master was captured at once and the officers had hard work keeping 
him from being summarily lynched by the soldiers of Colonel Kelley's 
cornm;md. Happily this ,""OU11d turned out to be a slight alTair and 
Colonel Kelley having manllged the battle so well was promoted to the 
rank of Brigadier General and served throughout the war with great 
ability and distinction. 

It is very indefinite as to whut the Confederates did. The Federal 
army of some three thousand armed men poured into a town of about 
five hundred population firing as they came, and routing Confederate 
troops from every house, barn, and other building where there was a 
roof to keep off the rain. My father, who was 'with the Highland 
Count~· troops, was stopping for the night with some relatives in 
Philippi lind he got SlIfely away in the cold gray dll\~n of a rainy 
morning. 

The fact of the matter is the Confederates never realized they had 
been in nn .1ction Ilml thnt they had been b.1dly defeated. I do not know 
the rules of scoring but the Confederates evidentl~' considered they had 
been happily deHvered from a position of some danger. The Federal 
troops pleased with the gallantry and cndurance of themselves .1nd the 
easy victory, were not disposed to find fault with success . They at
tributed their failure to captlll·c. morc jll'isoners to the confusion oc
('Ilsioned by the violent storm. And th€y did take ~n immense amount of 
odds and ends in the way of supplies. 

This started the war. It may ha\'e been more or less amateurish, but 
remembet· thnt it was the first gl'cat news the country had and for a 
few days the name of Philippi was known to every civilized land. 

There was something in the air, however, for Porterlield at Beverly 
r equcsted that a couct-martial be com'elled to inquire into his conduct 
on June 3. Then it developed that the first intimation that the Con
federates had was the firing of the enemy's IlrU\lery within four hun
dred yards of the town; that a main and IJicket guaru had been regu
IRrly ma intained every night, but that scouting parties of the Con
federates had come in on the night of June 2nd, without being chal1(mged 
as ShOW11 by wl'itten reports of mounted officers. 

It is a fair conjecture that the sentinels had been rained on and had 
L1ken shelter. 

Further it was found that in a conference of officers the night before 
a retreat was determined upon, and that but fo r the weathe\' this 
retreat would have begun before daylight and the disaster averted. And 
that while there was ronfus ion in some quarters that a portion of the 
command moved out of town in good order, and that nearly the whole 
force after passing some distance from town, was reformed and pro
ceeded in order. 
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That outside of dilatory tactics in retreating, and want of vigilance, 
and failure to extend and strengthen his picket line, that the command· 
ing offieer acted with coolness, self·posl!ession, and personal courage. 

The court-martial found that the Confederate force consisted of some 
six hundred effective infantry and one hundfed and seventy-five cavalry. 

The commanding general, Lee, having reviewed the findingtl of the 
court of inquiry, concurred therein, but censures Porterfield for not 
sending back his baggage as soon as he determined to evacuate the town, 
for not arranging his plan of defense, and for not securing information 
of the advancement of the enemy. Also for the fact that the troops 
retired without orders. Yet, Lee says, in wnsideration of all the cir
cumstances of the case, he considers that nothing more is needed than 
to express his hope that it will be a lesson to be remembered throughout 
the war. 

It should be mentioned here that the last bsttle of the Civil War was 
fought on West Virginia soil, at Brandy Hollow, near Huntersville, 
Pocahontas County" on the site of Camp Northwest on the 18th day of 
April, 1865. This engagement was between the Eighth Ohio Cavalry 
and a portion of Gen. W. L. Jackson's army returning to their homes 
after the surrender. 

CHAPTER XVI 

.it!eshach Browni11g, the Great HU11tcr, Huntcd all Along the Sencca 
Trail in Tucker and Preston Co-unties. 

One of the books that the boys of western Maryland and the northern 
part of Weat Virginia are raised upon is the four hundred page book 
entitled 'Forty-four Years of a Hunter's Life," by Meshach Browning. 
A recent edition has been published by Lippincott's, Philadelphia, and 
it is a copy of that edition that a friend sent IDe. 

The hunter was a well to do citizen of Maryland and ha3 hundreds 
of descendants all proud to trace their line of ascent to him. His 
activities seem to have been laid largely in Garrett County, Maryland, 
and in Preston County, West Virginia, in the Terra Alta Country. 

Meshach Browning was born in Frederick County, Maryland, in the 
year 1781, the son of Joshua and Nancy Browning. When Meshai!h was 
two weeki old his father died. At the age of eleven years, his family 
moved to some point in Monongalia County, Virginia. Shortly after, 
Meshach went to live with his unde whcre he continued until he was 
fifteen years old when having had a fight with hi. aunt who nied to 
beat him into submis~ion he went to seek his fortune and arrived at 
Wheeling. There he worked for John Caldwell and killed his first bear 
in what must be now the city. 

That must have been about the year 1796, and the recollection of the 
famous seige of Fort Henry was dear in the minds of the people of 
........... _ .. _- ~- ~ ... - ... _ _ t. :~ .... __ .... ~ .. , n ... h.UJ.. Tt...~uM"ed in..l.777. 
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That outside of dilatory tactics in retreating, and want of vigilance, 
and failure to extend and strengthen his picket line, that the command
ing officer acted with coolness, self-possession, and personal courage. 

The court-martial found that the Confederate force consisted of some 
six hundred effective infantry and one hundred and seventy-five cavalry. 

The commanding general, Lee, having reviewed the findings of the 
coun of inquiry. concurred therein, but censures Porter field for not 
sending back his baggage as soon as he determined to evacuate the town, 
for not nrranging his plan of defense, and for 110t securing information 
of the advancement of the enemy. Also for the fact that the troops 
retired without order~. Yet, Lee says, in consideration of all the cir
cumstances of the case, he considers that nothing morc is needed than 
to express his hope that i t will be II lesson to be remembered throughout 
the war. 

It should be mentioned here that the last battle of the Civil War was 
fought on West Virginia soil, at Brandy Hollow, near Huntersville, 
Pocahontas County .. on the s ite of Camp Northwest on the 18th day of 
April, 1865. This engagement was between the E ighth Ohio Cavalry 
and a portion of Gen. W. L. Jackson's army returning to their homes 
after the surrender. 

CHAPTER XVI 

iUeshach BI'owni11g, the Great TI l/tile'/". l1 un/al afl .Ilollg the Seneca 
Trail in 1'1tc/;er at/d Preston COlI'l1ties. 

One of the books that the boys of western Maryland and the nor thern 
part of West Virginia arc raised upon is the four hundred page book 
entitled 'Forty-four Years of a Hunter's Life," by l\Ieshaeh Browning. 
A recent edition has been published by Lippincott's, Philadelphia, and 
it is a copy of that edition that a friend sent me. 

The hunter was a well to do citizen of Maryland and has hundreds 
of descendants all proud to trace their line of ascent to him . His 
Ilctivities seem to have been laid largely in Garrett County, Maryland, 
and in Preston County, West Virginia, in the Terra Alta Country. 

Meshach Browning wns born in Frederick County, Maryland, in the 
year ]781, the son of Joshua and Nancy Browning. When Meshach was 
two weeks old his father died. At the age of eleven years, his family 
moved to some point in Monongalia County, Virginia. Shor tly after , 
Meshach went to live with his uncle wbere he continued until he was 
fifteen years old when having had a fight with his aunt who tried to 
beat him into submission he went to seek his fortune and arrived at 
Wheeling. There he worked for J ohn Caldwell and killed his first bear 
in what must be now the city. 

That must have been about the year 17!J6, and the recollection of the 
famous seige of F'ort Henry was clear in the minds of the people of 
Wheeling. Tn the bolk is an account of the battle. It occurred in 1777. 
According to that account J ohn Caldwell was one of the three men of 
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Captain Mason's company who escaped. Browning's account of it i~ 

identified by the incident of Elizabeth Zane who went through the fire 
line to get a supply of powder for the soldiers in the fort. 

The seib"C of Fort Henry was one of the important engagements of 
the Revolutionary War and it was the most important battle waged 
against the white settlers by the Iroquois Indians, allies of Great Britain. 
Th irty~three men held the fort against 386 Indian warriors. The 
casualties on the part of the whi te settlers consisted of the slaughter of 
:!3 of the 26 soldiers who went out of the fort in the early morning the 
2nd day of September, and fell into ambu sh. The accepted history of 
that engagement has not been very satisfactory or co'}vincing as to why 
the settlers who had taken shelter in the fort against the Indians should 
have been lured to leave the safety of the fort by the Indians. Brown· 
ing gives this account as being the one told to him by the CaldweU's: 

Two Indians made their appearance on the high hill above the town. 
This hill runs from north to south. Wheeling Creek runs from east to 
west. passing this elevation about a mile north of town, and then turns 
south, cours ing along the foot of the hill until it arrives at a point a 
little south of the fo r t, where it empties into the river j thus leaving the 
hill a mile north of the creek. Whenever the river is a little high, the 
wllter is backed up the creek to the depth of ten or twelve feet. On this 
hill, opposite the fort those two Indians showed themselves, fired a shot 
or two at the fort. and then went off slowly slapping their hands behind 
them in token of derision and contempt of those within the fortification. 

Fired with such an insult, our men commenced running out, and would 
have all gone, had not the commanding officer stood in the gate and stop
ped them j though not t ill twenty-four men were running up the steep hill 
after the Ind ians. who were to be seen still ret reating, as if they did 
not intend to make battle. When the whites reached the top of the hill 
to their great dismay, they found themselves between two galling fires. 
They could not cross the creek if they ran that way. 

They endeavored to hreak through the north line of the enemy and 
escape down the river to the fDl·t. The loss as given by Browning was 
twent~'-one men. 

He says that J ohn Caldwell was one of the three to escape with his 
life, and that as he ran he encountered a white man who had left the 
settlement some years hefore and whom he recognized at first sight. 
This white Indian carried a spear mounted on a handle like that of a 
fork. and he ran before all the Indians. H e was close at the heels of 
John Caldwell whell he arrived at the break of the hill next the fort. 
There the white Indian made a furious lunge just as Caldwell tripped 
and fell. 'l'he spear missed the man and embedded itself in a tree so 
fast that the white savage could not withdraw it before Caldwell slipped 
out of his position and reached the fort in safety. 

I have not time to go into this question at any g reat length. The ac
cepted history indicates a hopeless confusion as to whether the data 
was September lst or September 2nd. And whether the Indians were 
jJerceived from the fort or discovered by young Andrew Zane who was 
hunting Dr. McMechen'S horse. Zane is said to have leaped down a 
precipice of seventy feet. Then it is sa id that Captain Mason led o~t 




